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YDedicalion

| This book is dedicated to the memory of the men and women who endured
great hardships in building up our community, Through their visions,

; courage, hardwork, determination and faith, they've passed on the legacy
to us, our children and to future generations. They united in this

vast lonely land in work and in worship. In recording their histories,

we humbly accept their torch to carry on with their endeavours and

dreams. May they always be remembered!!

Historian
Helen A, Norman

| filng 4. T
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A GREETING FROM MARYBOROUGH,
QUEENSLAND, AUSTRALIA

I have a close attachment to the old Orkney Church through my
grandfather, William Rendall, who in the words of H.S. Swallow who,
in his book, "Ox Trails to Highwavs, Yorkton Pioneers'" refers to my
grandfather as a '"skilled carpenter, who did all the doors, windows
and furniture, including the lovely pulpit, which is still in use'
in the Orkney Church,

William Rendall and his son, William, went from the Orkney TIslands
to Orcadia in the late 1880's following the death of his wife.

My father, David Munro Rendall, elder son of William Rendall Senior,
came to Maryborough, Queensland in 1883, He often told me of his father's
part in the building of the stone church in Orcadia. My uncle, William
Rendall, also assisted in its' construction. He fought in the Riel
Rebellion.

Now, having this distant link with the Orkney Church and in more
recent years with my cousin, Mr. Alvin Norman and his wife, Helen, 1
would like on the occasion of the Restoration Celebrations on July 16,
1989 of the Orkney Church and School, to offer my best wishes for its
success and my congratulations to all concerned with its organization
and to the folk responsible for the preparation and publication of the
book, Orkney Stomnes,

May the day of celebration be an outstanding success and may the
church and schoel continue to prosper.

Greetings from
/ﬂ(.%w" v

William Gecorge Rendall

(B0 years)

280 Ann Street, Maryborough
Queensland, Australia

April 3, 1989




Orkney — The Beginning

It's a hundred and seven years since the first settlers arrived
and settled in a didtrict six miles northwest of the present city of
Yorkton, Saskatchewan. They were part of the "York Farmers' who
acquired land through the York Farmers Colonization Company and its
managing director, James Armstrong, The land was in township 26, ranges
4 and 5 and west of the second meridian, in the district of Assiniboia,
North West Territories.

This company offered the settlers 160 acres free, the adjoining
160 acres at two dollars per acre with three years credit without interest
and they could obtain money at six percent per annum to improve their
homesteads.

The land was described as rich loam with a clay sub-soil covered
with wooded areas that would supply timber for building, fencing and
for heating. Lakes and streams to provide water and meadows, hay and
pasture. To top it all, the climate was described as “very healthful",

It was with much faith, courage and vision that the settlers secured
their homesteads and named the district, "Orkney'" after their beloved
Orkney Islands of Scotland.

The first original settlers of Orkney were the Reids and Fergus's.

1882 - John Flaws Reid of Windywall, Eday, Orkney. He arrived in
June, walking all the way from Whitewood, N,W.T, to York Colony, just |
a tent town., He explored the land around York Colony, made his selection 1
then walked back to Whitewood and returned to Winnipeg. He worked in
Winnipeg and Portage la Prairie the rest of the summer and that winter,
returning to York Colony in the spring. He erected a small dwelling,
broke an acre of land and then waited for the arrival of his mother and
brothers.

In 1883 Charlotte Stevenson Reid, a widow, and sons Robert, James
and William, all from Windywall, arrived accompanied by the Fergus Bros,
Dave M., James and William, from the parish of St. Ola, Kirkwall, Orkney,
Scotland.

They all took out homesteads and pre-emptions on June 14, 1884,
except young teenager William S, Reid.

John F. Reid - N.E. 1/4 Sec.36, Tp.26, R5, West 2nd Meridian

Pre-emption - 1/4 Sec.36, Tp.26, R5, West 2nd Meridian

Robert Reid - 1/4 Sec.36, Tp.26, R5, West 2nd Meridian

Pre—emption - 1/4 Sec.36, Tp.26, R5, West 2nd Meridian
Charlotte S. Reid - 1/4 Sec.34, Tp.26, R5, West 2nd Meridian

Pre-emption - 1/4 Sec.34, Tp.26, R5, West 2nd Meridian

James Reid - 1/4 Sec.24, Tp.26, R5, West 2nd Meridian
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They all made their home with John F, while building their own
dwellings and breaking up some land.
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Other settlers to arrive at this time but not from Orkney were:
N.H. Neilson, Stonewall, Manitoba; The Garrys, Thomas, Donald, Thomas H,
from High Bluff, Manitoba; John Glanagan, Portage la Prairie, Manitoba;
John Livingstone, Northern England.

1884 saw the arrival of other Eday families. John F. Reld's sister
Ann, her husband Matthew Peace and sons John Reid, Matthew Jr., and Robert,
as well as an uncle and cousins, Robert Sinclair Sr,, Robert, James and
William Sinclair.

Other arrivals this same year were George Seatter, John A. Garry,
H. Wiseman and family and the Ferguson family.

The next few years saw the arrival of many more settlers willing to
take homesteads and share in the building of the district.

In a booklet writtem by the Presbyterian missionary, Hugh Hamilton,
titled "Northern Homesteads", are some prices settlers had to pay for
equipment for their homesteads,

Entry fee for homestead 510,00
Plough - new §25,00

- second hand $12,00 -515,00
Stove 20,00
Wagon - new (cash) 565,00

$40,00 -$45,00
870,00 and up

- second hand
Yoke of oxen with harness

5 weeks food $45,00
1 cow in calf 525,00
50 bushels of potatoes $10.00
Lumber for floor, a deor $15.00

and window

It also had several settlers giving accounts of how they've prospered
since arriving and taking out homesteads. This booklet was sent overseas
to encourage meore settlers for this Canadian Northwest.

Oxen were more beneficial for the new settlers as they were very
strong and cheaper to feed than horses. They could be turned out on the
rich grass at the end of a days work to graze, thus saving the feeding
of oats. With a voke of oxen and a wagon, the settlers hauled logs to
build their homes. A 14' x 18' foot dwelling with split poles for a roof
and sod for a covering, made a snug home,

Most settlers helped one another build these dwellings. These were
called "building bees" and depending on the number of settlers, a dwelling
could be erected in one day. Tt was this co-operation that helped the
settlers succeed,

The outbreak of the Riel Rebellion in 1885 saw many of the Orkney
settlers volunteer their services and join the "Homeguard", under the
command of Major T,C. Watson. Volunteers were Joho F. Reid, George
Seatter, Robert Sinclair, James Sinclair, John Stevenson, Joseph Caldwell,
T.H. Garry and William S5, Reid., William was the youngest of this sixty-
three member group, being only fourteen years old,

A stockade was built in York Colony and many families went there for
safety. A short time later Riel was captured elsewhere and settlers re-
turned to their homesteads, However there still were small bands that
struck at different areas, stealing cattle and raiding homes.

6
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One such band looted Matthew Peace's home, taking food and a keep-
sake pocket watch., Next they crossed Cussed Creek and entered Charlotte
Reid's home. 1t wasn't long before twenty-eight Indians were almost
taking the door frame off, in their big hurry to get out of the cabin.
Mrs, Reld fairly swept them out of the cabin, waving her broom and ex-
claiming in, "Ye thieven' spalspeens, hae I noo been feedin' ye
all winter and now ve come raidin' ma hoosel!',

Further up Cussed Creek, about five miles northwest of the John F.
Reid homestead, another group of Indians were gathering and finally
camped. About twenty-eight Home Guard volunteers decided to check this
group, so after carefully and quietly sneaking up and surrounding the
encampment, they were exposed when the Indian dogs started barking. The
Indians were quite agitated but with Sgt. John Walberry and John F. Reid
entering the camp and talking to the leaders, the two volunteers were able
to promise the Indians some food and convince them te return to their
reservations, They were givén 5 bags of flour and bacon.

After the rebellion, each volunteer was given a script worth $160.00
cash or it could be applied on the pre-emption of 160 acres,

Tn 1885 the crops were almost a total loss due to severe frost, so
were chiefly used for cattle feed, The settlers other enemy were the
gophers. It was said that around York Colony in 1886 over three hundred
acres of crop and hay were destroyed by these fuzzy-tailed demons. Animals
suffered broken legs when stumbling into their burrows.

It is interesting to note that weeds we know today were not present
or a problem during these early years. No Canada Thistle, Sow Thistle,
Twitch Grass or Wild Oats existed, just some Pigweed and Wild Buckwheat,

The settlers got a lot of their food from natural sources such as,
rabbits, prairie chicken, sharp-tailed and ruffed grouse, There were
no buffale and not too many deer. Small animals were trapped or smared.
The muzzle-loader shotgun was the only weapon available, as the 22 rifle
wasn't around yet, It wasn't long before the settlers raised their own
hogs, chickens and beef cattle so they didn't have to depend on wild life.

Since no money circulated, the settlers exchanged butter, vegetables,
some meat and some animal skins for much needed ceal o0il, tandles, sugar,
salt, flour, axle grease and plug tobacco. The last not that necessary
but from the record book of sales from Joel Reaman's store, a much bought
item. FEach settler's name was recorded, what was brought in for exchange
and what was purchased and the price. Joel Reaman was truly a "good friend"
to all the settlers, always willing to share with those who needed it,

He became the first Member of the Legislative Assembly for Assiniboia.

It was in Joel Reaman's bilg dining room that church services, meetings
and dances were held,

Some prices of items that were sold in Joel Reaman's store in 1884-

1885:
Rope ~ 25 cents a vyard 1/2 1b, coffee - 18¢
Baking Soda - 11b. - 10¢ 1/2 1b. pepper - 10¢
1 pint vinegar - 20¢ 1 1b, rvice - 10¢
1 1b. salt - 5¢ 1 Loaf Bread -~ 20¢
5 1b. oatmeal - 25¢ Plug of Tobacco - 25¢
Butter - 1 1b, - 15¢ 1 1b. currants - 15¢
1 pair laces - 05¢ 1 Broom - 30¢
1 1b. candles - 40¢ 1 can salmon - 25¢
1 pair moccasins -$2,25 5 lb, syrup - 50¢
axe handle -$1.55 5 1b. nails - 30¢




: 1 1b, sugar - 12¢ matches - 25¢
i 3 pail - 35¢ 1 pair shoes - 2.50
. 1/2 1b. gun powder - 35¢ window - 2,00
1 box cartridges ~ 50¢ 1 lantern chimney - 25¢
1/4 1b. cream of tarter- 12¢ wash basin - 50¢
6 1b. dried apples -1.00 1 coffee pot - 50¢
2 1b, biscuits - 40¢ 1 Blanket - 4,50
sheep skin mitts -1.50 1 pr, wool mitts - 50¢
1 pair overalls -1.50 1 pr. wool socks - 50¢
1 sack flour -3.75 1 hat - 3.50
1 bar socap - 15¢ braces - 75¢
1 wooden keg syrup ~4.,75 1 pair felt socks - 2.50
1 bottle electric oil - 25¢ epsom salts - 10¢
1 bottle castor oil - 25¢ 1 suit clothes -14.00
1 buck saw -1.25 1 pkg. hop yeast - 40¢
1 box wagon grease ~2.50 1 pound bacon - 16¢
dozen eggs - 36¢ 1 1b, turnip seed - 25¢
1 1b. tea - 60¢ 1 coat - 8.00
1 grain cradle -4.50 1 whip - 1.50
fox skin for credit ~ 75¢ lantern -~ 1.00
1 pair boots -4.00 1 cigar - 10¢
3 prong barn fork - 75¢ white shirt - 1.75
men's box collar - 25¢ 1 can Snowdrift - 30¢
1 trap - 50¢ Baking Powder i :
1 pair drawers -1.25 2 1b, shot - 25¢ ' I
1 can coal oil - 75¢ 1 yd. cotton print - l7¢ !
1 pipe - 75¢ 1 yd flannel - 50¢ Orkney Church 1894
; i ;;n ?i;ekenlng : ;gg i EEEZEIihgzzztoes : 6'§2¢ f Until now the Orkney settlers held church services in their homes,
s : ) the log school or even travelled to York Colony to Joel Reaman's board-
I Mrs. Reaman served meals and travellers often stayed overnight, ing house, where the large dining reom served as a church, meeting hall,
: Rev. Mr. Cooper was charged $1,00 for three meals and a bed when he was concert ha%l and'a dance hall. .
:i visiting York Colony in 1886. 1f a horse was stabled, it cost the owner : - The FlrSt mIHUtES,Of the Orkney'congregétlon were recor?ed November
o 25¢. : 9, l§90 with t?e election of a managing committee to act until the annual
B e — — ) - meeting early in 1891,

Thomas Garry Sr, - Chairman

James Reid - Secretary-Treasurer
John F, Reid

Matthew Peace

Robert Sinclair

Matthew Peace was appointed to take up the collection on the Sabbath
and James Reid to receive and record it, The collections book to be left
at the Robert Sinclair home for convenience, i

The committee as a whole were to canvass the district for the annual
subscription to the missionary.

At the annual meeting February 4, 1891, the 1890 managing committee
were re—-elected becoming the first official church board of the Orkney
Presbyterian congregation. W.S, Tulloch was elected auditor.

The Sunday collections amounted anywhere from forty-five cents to
one dollar and fifty-five cents, By subscription the amount was more
satisfactory, between twenty-five and thirty-one dollars,

- Hymnals were purchased costing two dollars, it dido't mention the
g number of books., A ceollection plate cost twenty-five cents,
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The 1892 Board of Managers were:

1

James Fergus Chairman

John F. Reid - Secretary-Treasurer
Matthew Peace

James Reid

John A, Garry

William Sinclair

D. Garry Audditor

Mr, Robert E, Byers was the missionary for this yvear. The board
had a motion by James Reid, seconded By John A, Garry to adopt the
envelope system for collections, However this was amended by William
Sinclair, seconded by John F. Reid and tabled. The managers were also
to confer with the School Board with regards to fixing the school house,
So ended 1892,

i The 1893 Orkney Church Board:

o T SR DT e

John F. Reid
James Fergus

E o Dave M. Fergus - Manager

il James Reid - Chairman

b ! William Sinclair - Secretary-Treasurer
i Donald Garry - Auditor
|

John Garry
?i The committee of John F. Reid, John Garryv and William Sinclair é Laying of the Corner Stone — June 10, 1893
. were to inquire into the cost and selection of a building site for a b Rev. Frew conducted the service, assisted by Rev. Hugh Hamiliton
SE church. !

i The secretary, William Sinclair wrote to James Armstrong of the
‘ York Farmers Colonization Company to "beg' for an acre of land for a
building site on the 5,W. corner of section 19, township 26, range 4,
D W-2.
1 In April, the committee received an affirmative reply, An immed-
iate "vote of thanks" was rendered to James Armstrong and the York Farmers
Colonization Company., The secretary also wrote for an application form ;
for a grant. Letters were also written to Mr, Murchie and Rev, Murray.
‘ In May, the Board resolved to call a meeting and consider the plaps
. and estimates of the church., The decision to start building immediately
was approved and a building committee was elected., It consisted of John
i F. Reid, John Garry and William Sinclair.
o N.H. Neilson, one of the settlers was a stonemason, so was put in
' charge of the building of the church. At first the settlers thought of
using lumber to build the church, but after pricing the material, they
found that for another one hundred and fifty dollars they could have a
stone building. The vote was in favor of the stone,

The laying of the corner stone was on June 10, 1893 with missionary
I Hugh Hamilton and Rev. Frew conducting the service, This marked the
x birth of the Orkney Presbyterian Church, _ v

A trench was dug to the specifications of the church plans. Everyone
volunteered to do some job, Tt's even mentioned in Harry $. Swallow's
book, 0x Trails To Hiphways, that Joha Flanagan, a Catholic, did his part _
to help with digging"of the Frenches, although—confiding to Pete Fe?nie N. H. Neilson William Rendail
and several others, "That this church would not stand long because it . ) B

) , B j : Early settler & Stonemason who Built the Pulpit and the fine woodwork

was built on a Catholic foundation!”, This statement has been proven : built Orkney Church in the Church.
wrong as it's now restored and shall stand for another one hundred years.,
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Besides, the foundation was mever touched, it's still solid. It was onrly
a part of the wall that was leaning in and had several bad cracks that were
fixed.

The stones were gathered and hauled from nearby areas (which to this
day are still very stoney) and hauled to the building site with ox-drawn
stoneboats and wagons,

The lime stone was quarried from the Smith Brothers farm, The lime
making operation involved considerable night work to keep the fires burniag
in the kiln, Firewood was also hauled in to make certain that fires
wouldn't die.

Stones and mortar were wheeled in wooden wheelbarrows and when the
walls became higher, up ramps, to the stonemason, N,H, Neilson, He cut
and shaped all the stones. Men also carried mortar and some stones in
hods slung over thelr shoulders,

Once the walls were erected and the window areas framed, a roof was
added and then the inside work commenced,

The walls and ceiling were plastered by Messrs, Peterson, Hansen and
Jensen. H,D. Wiseman and A.B, Fernie did the windows, door and floor,
Wainscoting covered the lower three feet of all the walls, There were two
narrower windows on the short north wall with three windows on each of the
long east and west walls. A door was located in the middle of the short
south wall. A wooden porch was built over the door area, with a window to
the east and a door facing south. The porch was also used for storing
wood. A big flat stone about three feet across, served as a door step,

William Rendall, father of Mrs, John F, Reid and Alice Rendall, did
all the fine woodwork and built the pulpit, which is still in use today.

A two foot high, six feet 1n depth platform was built on the north
end under the two windows. The pulpit was placed on the platform,

Several steps were on the left side of the platform. Its been said the
reason for the height of this structure wasn't only for the preacher's
ease to deliver his sermon, but also for the concerts and later a choir.
N.H. Neilson and William Rendall were the only ones paid for their
N.H. Neilson $182,90 and William Rendall $115.75,
It took six months to build at a cost of $875,00.
Opening dedication services were held on Sunday, June 10, 1894, again
with Rev. Frew officiating and Hugh Hamilton assisting. The settlers
requested the return of Mr. Hamilton for this special occasion and to
remain in this charge for the coming year as he was of great help in the
community. Rev, Frew received eight dollars and fifty cents for the
service,
Other expenditures for the Orkney Church:

work.

50 chairs from Meredith and Hopkias - 26,60
Stove and plpes - Levi Beck - 14.55
1 cord of wood - Dave M, Fergus - 2.00
cutting of wood at 75¢/cord - George Seatter - 75
Lamp - T, Collacott - 5,50
Broom - .30
9 Windows - Ashdowns & Co. - 9,90
25 panes glass @ 8¢, 51b., putty - T, Collacott - 2,75
putting in glass ~ C. Bow - 2,40

Lamp wick - T. Collacott - .15

12 Hymn Beoks - Russell Co, - 1.75
5 gallons coal oil & coal o0il can - T, Collacott - 2.05
Hired Organ - C,M, Clark - 2,00
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Other expenditures for the Orkney Church:

Money Received:
Grant - from missions building fund - 200.00

Collection at Church Opening - 87.50
By subscription - 235.90
From York Farmers Colonization Company - 20,00
Left over material from church building - auctioned - 27,60

Board of Managers of the Orkney Presbyterian Church September 3, 189¢4-

Chairman

John Garry - .
Secretary-Treasurer

Robert Rousay -
George Seatter
John F, Reid

Dave M. Fergus
William Sinclair

A motion carried, requested the secretary to draw up a plan for a
stable and to present it to the congregation the following day. At this
meeting it was voted to build a sod stable with George Seatter as super-
intendent of the project, Building to commence at once. It took a week
to build. Ashdown & Company supplied the nails at a cost of six pounds
for twenty-five cents and lumber from Levi Beck for twelve dollars,

The first concert was held in the church on February 7, 1895,
Programme committee were Dave M, Fergus, James Fergus and William Sinclair,
A provisional committee with the power to add were Robert Rousay, John
Garry and George Seatter, A total of 518,15 was realized from this
event.

Most of the ministers serving this charge were not ordained because
this station could not raise the one hundred dollars for an ordained one.
There were other outstanding bills, N,H. Neilson and William Rendall.
Letters were written to Mr, Michel about borrowing one hundred dollars
on joint note, Some of these bhills were settled,

Another concert with Colina Garry and Mrs, Fergus added to the
provisional committee. Concert was a success and raised $27.50. Another
one hundred dollars borrowed from J, Caldwell and more debts settled.

Tn January 1896, the envelope system was adopted,
Alice Rendall added to provisional committee,
seating accomodation.

On February 6, 1896, with the death of Ruth Watson Wiseman, the
Orkney Cemetery was started, On April 6, William Rendall became the
second settler to be buried here, Since then many of these first settlers
and their descendants have been laid to rest in the peaceful cemetery,

The Orkney School Board made a request to the Church Board for the
use of the Orkney Presbyterian Church as a school, for about three months
while the new Orkney School was being erected, Request was granted with
the understanding that the school district be responsible for fire pro-
tection for the building, while using 1t, This was March 1897,

5ix more pipes with a damper were purchased from T. Collacott for
seventy-five cents, One thousand pence envelopes from Hart & Co, in
Winnipeg cost one dollar and twelve cents. Mr., Jarves was paid eleven
dollars and twenty-five cents on the fire fund in February and a further
ten dollars and seventy-five cents in December, Another twenty-three
hymn books from Russel & Co. for two dollars were purchased, Willie
Stainger fifty cents for kindling fires and Gilbert Stainger three dollars
for one cord of wood.

Lizzie Garry and
Planks were put in for more
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At the annual meeting of the Orkney congregation in January 1900,
Lizzie Garry was acting secretary., Treasurer, Robert Sinclair gave his
financial report.

Monies promised on subscription $134,90, paid on subscription $68,85,
received from all sources $143.77, Money paid out 3105.00, Arrears for
1899, 565,05, Arrears for 1898, $31.45,

Concert raised twenty-nine dollars, this money to go towards fence
for church yard. The fence to be three rails high with a board on top,

It was also at this meeting that a motion by Robert Sinclair, seconded
by J. Hourie that an organ be purchased, Committee of John F, Reid,
Robert Sinclair and John Garry to see ahout getting one, One was
finally purchased for $30,00,

In 1902, a stable of ship-lap be built, 30" x 24' x 8' high with
2x4 studding set on a sill of 6x4., Robert Rousay commissioned to buy
the material, No record as to price of material,

In 1906 the congregation bought a cart for the preacher from W,D.
Dunlop at a cost of fifty-two.dellars, D.M., Robertson was the missionary,
Willie Stainger's wage for building fires has increased to two dollars,

In 1910 a gate was added to the fence, posts cost $3.50 and the gate
$7.00.

In 1910 a manse was built in the hamlet of Orcadia, TIts first
resident preacher was W,B. Mahon, He is remembered as the preacher
who drove around to all his parishicners in the "green buggy".

Mrs. Mahon had a beautiful piano shipped all the way from her home
in Ireland. It was enjoved by family and friends, Piano lessons were
given to several local children,

Another preacher, Sunday School Sutherland, is remembered with humor.
He would visit different homes just before dinner. He'd make himself right
at home, even to going and taking the lids off the pots to see what was
cooking. His Sunday Schocl lessons were "rememberad',

With the manse in Orcadia, there would be church services first at
the Orkney Church, generally in the morning and evening services in
Orcadia.

There had never been a wedding in the Orkney Presbyterian Church,

It was the custom to have the marriage ceremony in the front parlar or

in summer out on the lawn by the flower garden with a family dinner served
afterwards. Later the happy coupie would drive off in a buggy or a wagon
to the homestead or farm. No honeymoon. Several days later the community
would have a shivaree for the couple. It was generally a surprise, every-
one would come after the couple had gone to bed, First they would shoot
off a shot gun, then everyone would bring along some noisy item which they
beat or shake, kettles, pans, horns, etc, Ladies would bring lunch. If
room was available, someone would play a fiddle and there would he dancing,
if not, card games and singing. :

The Orkney Presbyterian Church eventually became the Orkney United
Church, GSome of the congregation went to churches in Yorkten, Sask.

In 1939, the Orkmey School #97 became too small te hold all the
students, so¢ the Orkney Church was turned into a school, Half of the
students, the higher grades, were transferred here,

Church services were still held occasionally, Student ministers
served this charge only during the summer months,

In 1958, all the students were finally transferred to the new Orkney
School #97 in Orcadia,

14

Both buildings remained unused until January 1963, when the Orkney
United Women and the Orkney Church Board decided to fix up the church,
The ceiling was lowered and covered with squared hardboard. The feature
wall was covered with panelling while the other walls had cracks filled,
sanded and were painted. Pews were bought from a church that was closing.
Letters were written to the Provincial Goverament asking to have the two
buildings declared as historic sites,

The Orkney United Church Women gathered history and pictures which
they put into a large photo album, which they called "Orkney Pioneers',

A plaque was received from the Government so a dedication and an
unveiling of the plaque service was held on June 9, 1963,

Miss Mary Alice (Mamie) Reid, the first girl born in the new Orkney
settlement, November 16, 1886, was to unveil the plagque, However due to
ill health, her brother, Robert (Bob) officiated for her.

Dedication of Plaque to
the Orkney Pioneers
R. L. (Bob) Reid unveiled the plaque
honoring the early settlers, June 9,
1963, The Orkney Church and School
were declared historic sites.

Others taking part in the service were Rev. J,E, Jones of St, Andrew's
United Church, Yorkton; Jack Monteith, chairman of the Yorkton Presbhytery;
Mr. J.E. Smith, the Orkney ministers Mr. Batke, Reeve of the Orkney
Municipality #244; Mr, Maurice McKen, chairman, Orkney Church Board:

Mrs. Alvin R. Norman, president of the Orkney United Church Women and
Kathy Wood, on behalf of the vyoung people,

Rev, Douglas McMurty, past president of the Saskatchewan Conference
of the United Church said, speaking of the pioneers, "Their spirit of
independence is represented by these stones, The stones represent the
integrity of the people from the Orkney Islands and from other parts of
the British Isles and Europe., We are grateful for the inspiration of
these values held by the pioneers, Today, we in the nuclear age are
a new kind of picneer and we need the same visions and independence of
those other pioneers'.

Orkney United Church Women of 1963 were:

President - Mrs, Alvin R, Norman (Helen)
Vice~president -  Mrs., Maurice McKen (Jean)
Secretary -  Mrs, Pete Tymourski (Roxy)
Treasurer - Mrs, John Yuzik (Ann)

Orkney United Church Board for 1963 were:

Chairman -
Secretary-Treasurer -

Maurice McKen
F.W. Harrison
Leslie J, Muir
John Streelasky
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In July 1965, a jubilee celebration was held on the church and school
grounds, Pipers and the cadet corp were in attendance, contributing to
the Scottish character of the celebration.

A parade of people in old time costumes was much appreciated, Pictures
were taken of former teachers, students, school board members and the oldest
residents, The school was turned into a museum and a number of articles
used in and by the early pioneers were on display,

Sadly, the museum had to close after vandals broke in and destroyed
quite a number of family heirlooms,

1905-1965 Sask. Jubilee Celebration

Back Row (L to R): Donald McKen, ?, E. Grunert Center Row (L to f); Rose Rousay, Ora
Border, Alex Rousay, R. L. Reid, Barney Fenske, Bill Ferguson, Jean McKen, Betty
Popowich, Vera Wood, Henry Chilman, Joyce Muir, Francis Dodds, Edith Finnie Front
Row (L to R/ Isabel Betts, Helen Jones, Ellen Schaver, Margaret Draper, Lloyd Garry,
Steve Popowich, Leslie Muir.

A wedding was finrally performed in the Orkney United Church in August

1975, when Kathy Wood, daughter of Tom and Vera Wood, married Warren Crossman.

Rev. Don Milne of the Westview United Church, Yorkton officiated,

First Wedding in the Orkney Church — August 30, 1975

Kathy Wood and Warren Crossman were married by Rev. Don Milne
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Tn June 1980, a "Homecoming Service" was held at the Orkney United
Church. Over two hundred people attended, Special guests were Mrs, Gretta
Devins, daughter of Dave M. Fergus; Mrs, Annie Hamilton, daughter of
Orcadia's first postmaster, F,R, Knight; Mrs, Hazel Fernie, daughter of
James Dodge, Orcadia's first storekeeper and Donald McKen, son of Robert
McKen. Mrs., Ida Markham, youngest daughter of John F, and Ida Reid, was
unable to attend,

Homecoming 1980

Back Row (L to R): Mary Tytula, Jean McKen, Alvin Norman, Steve Popowich, Leslie Muir, Helen Jones, Alice (Witson)
Hicks, Ann (Tytula} Stevenson, 7, Moira (Folster) Deven, Edith Finnie, Agnes Just, Lyle Just, Annie (Knight} Hamilton,
Robert Lange, Merle {Hall} Larson, Elizabeth (Harrison) Popowich, James Beblow, David Just, Barney Fenske, Kenneth
Just & Donald McKen. Kneeling (L to AJ). Margaret {(Stainger) Draper, Clifford Knoll, Mary {(Wilson) Stein, Rev. George
Stainger, Pauline {Tytula) Skinner, Lorne Stainger, Betty (Stainger) Wilson and James Wiseman.

Susanna M, Fergus Devins
Daughter of D.M. Fergus

Left:
Annie (Knight) Hamilton, Donald McKen
Hazel {Dodge} Fernie
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The first couple married in the Orkney United Church, Warren and Kathy
Crossman, had their first born baptised, a daughter Marsha Christine, by
Rev. Don Milne,

Every summer a special service has been held with the Yorkton Pipe
Band and the Scottish Dancers performing, followed by an old fashioned
family picnic,

S 2 L SE% g

Summer Picnic at Orkney Church & School
Yorkton & District Pipe Band performing

Inside the church, a new platform has been rebuilt, the two north
windows uncovered, the hardboard removed from the lower walls revealing
the wainscoting and new window frames replaced the old rotten ocnes.

The platform and wainscoting were piled and window frames, varnished,

A new porch was built onto the church and new cement steps replaced
the cracked flat stone. The church yard has a new fence, the plaque
of 1963 is now mounted onto the southwest corner of the church,

Trees were planted in both the school and church yard. Peter Stout
and Douglas Norman hauled water for some time, assuring the trees survival,

On July 16, 1989, a special Restoration, Celebration Service will
be held at the Orkney United Church, It will be a dedication and a
memorial to those pioneers who dedicated their lives to this new homeland
and settlement. They passed the torch on to us and now, we salute them
with love and pride and hold the torch for the next generation.

R "

Restored Orkney Church 1989
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MISSIONARIES and MINISTERS

Missionaries and Ministers who served at the Orkney Presbyterian and Orkney

United Church - 1890 to 1989:

R.P. Byers

Hugh Hamilton
D.M. Robertson
W.B. Mahon

Rev, Mr, Frew
Rev, Sterling
Mr. McKay

Mr. McGrath

Rev. Mr. Kenmure
Ferne Graham

Mr, E.J. Smith
Rev. Mr. Murdock

W. R. Sutherland
Rev, G.,B, McLennon
Rev, N,A., McDonald
Mr. Jessop

Dr, T, Sendall
J.A, Watt

Dr, W.S., Reid

Rev., J,E, Jones
Rev, Shanks

Rev., George Stainger
Rev, James Reid
Mr, Mann

D.M. Robinson

W.,B, Taylor

Ian Ashford

Don McLeod

Nathan Bowering
Susan Sherwood

Mary Naaimoal

Rev, Stewart Dingwall
Mrs, Essie Johnson
Rev, Evelyn Matthews
Nathan Meyer

Rev, Don Milne

Mr. Mann

Susan Sherwood
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Robert P. Bvers published the wnewspaper, "The Messenger',
Foam Tupe LBY2 Lo September 1892,
. WS

it lasted
It sold for one dollar a vear.

Reid and Rev. James Reid, a Methodist and a Presbvterian, were
of ¥rs, Charlotte Stevenson Reid,

Thev were Orknev's first settlers,

W.B. Taylor Essie Johnson

Mary Naaimoal

Rev. James Reid and Dr. W.S. Reid

Rev, George Stainger is the son of J.G., Stainger, who as a hoy attended

both the log and stone Orkney School #97, He is also the grandson of Gilbert
Stainger, who for many vears was secretary—treasurer of the Orkney School
Board,

Rev. Don Milne

oA

E.J. Smith

Rev. George Stainger
20
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Organists and Pianists - 1905 to 1983: 19. Fergusoa, John 1873 1948
Mr. F.R. Knight Mr. Graham Hall 20. Ferguscon, Mary Lazurko 1902 1929
Miss Barbara M, Sdinclair Miss Lois Wood ;;. gergusgn,ATELléaE . igég igg?

Mrs. F.C. Draper Miss Lynn Wood * xrup?r » ALlTE !
Mrs. F.W. Harrison Miss Audrey M. Norman §2~ gaiiiEHYa ii?;SAP. iggg igi?

Mrs, Alex R Miss M E., McK - Ha ays, .
Mios Botey oeody 1ss Maureen E. HcKen 5. Halliday, Robert Patterson 1894 1936
Miss Betty Stainger Mr. Rodney Yuzik 2 Hank B,b 1905 1905

. anke, Baby

27. Hansen, Jane(Jeanie) Bews Patterson 1889 1977
28. Harrison, Marjorie Edith ‘ 1923 1926
29. Jonat, Julia 1859 1935
f 30, Just, Robert George 1924 1933
§§ 31. McKen, Alex 1896 1897
1 32. McKen, Donald 1900 1987
; 33. McKen, Helen 1867 1914
? 34, McKen, John 1912
35, McKen, Robert 1865 1945
36. McK¥en, William John 1895 1917
i 37. McVey, Francis 1861 1924
38. McVey, Hannah 1866 1963
39, Norman, Frederick Stafford 1884 1953
40. Norman, Susie Fergus Reid 1892 1920
‘ 41. Patterson, Jemima 1868 1906
{ 42. Patterson, George 1883 1945
! 43. Patterson, Patrick 1923 1924
i 44, Peterson, Baby Boy 1927 1927
P 45. TReid, Charlotte Stevenson 1828 1905
| . . ' 46. Reld, Ida Estella Rae Rendall Fergus 1862 1925
: ) Back (L to ;P;:;;r:z:;?;(graias:vcig%ob Norman 47. Reid, John Flaws 1860 1943
: anrmroRkAuWeyNdmanWmmﬁnMcKm 48. Reid, Mary Alice Rendall 1886 1964
i 49, Reid, Robert Loutitt 1888 1965
; 50. Rendall, William 1835 1896
PERSONS BURIED IN THE ORKNEY CEMETERY oy ggﬁzfg baby Girl, daughter of Robert ;ggi Toae

. . X 53 5 Jal [
Person Born Died 53, *Rousay, Mary Jane Reid, mother of girl 1871 1898
54. Rousay, James 1877 1961
;' ingus, gezn Scolly i226 19;2 55. Rousay, John Richard . 1888 1976
s, e 192; ig‘% 56. Rousay, Richard 1856 1921
+ Devins, Baby Cir 57. Rousay, Rose Christina 1904 1972
4. Duff, Isab?lle 1873 1957 58. Rousay, Peter M. 1885 1940
5. Duff, W1l11§m 1878 1959 59. Rousay, Robert 1830 1914
6. Fergus, David Munro 1865 1953 60 Sinclair, Mary Reid 1916
7. Fergus, George _ _ 1885 61. Sinclair, Robert Sr. 1830 1911
8. Tergus, Isabella Smith Hourie 1876 1936 62. Stainger, Alice Adaline 1930 1931
9. Fergus, James 1859 1506 63. Stainger, Tsahella FEmma 1899 1973
10. Fergus, John David Munro 1904 1914 ' 64 . Stainper John George 1884 1972
i 11. Fergus, Mary 1907 1522 65. Stainger, Peter 1882 1908
. 12. TFergus, Mary Rendall 1827 1901 66. Wiseman, Humble D, 1820 1903
: ' 13.  Fergus, Baby William 1903 1903 67. Wiseman, Julianna 1879 1959
14. Fergus, William Seatter (Whitewood) 1857 1885 63. Wiseman. Ruth Watson 1818 1896
15.  Ferguson, Humble 1873 1957 ' 69. Wiseman, William Duff 1851 1932
16. Ferguson, Isabella 1873 1957 _ 70. Work, Baby Boy (Archie Work) 1914 1914
L7. Ferguson, Jean (Jane) 1843 1928 7L. Work, Baby Boy (Archie Work) 1922 1922

18. Ferguson, Janet(Jessie) Christina 1872 1906

22 23




Orkney School #97 1888

Homesteads were steadily improving, so now the settlers who had
been brought up in a country where education was considered essential,
called a meeting to form a school district,

They met at the home of Robert Sinclair aad by a show of hands all
were in favour of forming a schoel district and erecting a log school.

First minutes were recorded on Mavy 14, 1887, H. Wiseman was the
returning officer. The first school board commitrtee elected were:

N.H. Neilson - three vear term
J. Stevenson - two year term
Matthew Peace - one year term

Eleven days later the executive officers were elected:

N.H. Neilson - Chairman
J. Stevenson - Deputy Chairman
James Fergus - Secretary
J. Stevenson - Treasurer

The Orkney Protestant Public School District #97 was established
on June 2, 1887, Debentures in the amount of $600.00 were issued that
vear to build & school. The "Protestant" was dropped and the school
became Orkney School #47.

Secretary James Fergus wrote to the Board of Education of the North
West Territories for information and a permit for Jessie Ferguson. He
also inquired about school furnishings and the price of books. It was
a discouraged group of trustees at the July 11, 1887 meeting, Jessie
Ferguson's application for a provisional teaching certificate was refused
by the school inspector, so the board decided not to hold school that
vear.

On January 4, 1888 the 1887 school board was re—elected. Mr. Ross
was appointed auditor, To raise money, a motion by Mr, Ross, seconded
by Mr. Garry that a tax be levied, $2.00 per vear on single men and
$3.00 per vear for married men. Secretary to advertise for a teacher
in the Winnipeg Free Press, This cost $2.00.
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A building committee was elected, which consisted of D. Garry,
L.A. Fernie and Robert Sinclair.

The applications were opened in Yorkton and Miss Ellie Carson was
hired at $25.00 per mouth to teach 10-18 pupils for the summer months
only.

Secretary, James Fergus wrote to the secretary of the Board of
Education to inform them that Miss Carson was hired and that school
would opeun on the 17th of April 1888, He alsc wished to know why he
had no reply to questions regarding school furnishings and a grant.
School registers were ordered.

The school was built of logs with a peaked pole roof covered with
sod and slough hay. It had two windows on the east and two oa the west,
with a door on the short south wall, Pupils sat on long wooden benches
at a plank table. They wrote on slates with slate pencils, The teacher
had a small wooden table and a chair,

The school was located on the $.E. 1/4 of section 24, towaship 26,
range 5, west of the second meridian, on land donated by Robert Sinclair,

First Classes Taught

While the Orkney log school was under construction,
Robert Sinclair's homestead was used for classes, The
teacher had a room that doubled as bedroom during the
night and a classroom during the day. Some stories are
told of how the students sat on the bed to get their
lessons,

While the school was heing built, Mr. Sinclair's home was used as a
school. This school was the first built in York Colony and ninety-
seventh in the Assiniboia District of the North West Territories.
The settlers officially named it "Orkeey™, thus Orkney School #97 was
born.

The cost of the school was $15.75 for lumber (floor and door},
and 87.00 for the four windows, plus $3.75 for bringing out these items.

Other essentials for the school, 1 broom 40;, tin mug 10¢, pail 30c¢,
white washing school inside $1,50 and a cord of woed $2.00, Bella
Ferguson was appointed the school caretaker, A school seal was bought
costing $3.00, .

Only seven taxpavers paid their taxes so the treasurer was in-
structed to apply for the monev wverbally.

A vote of thanks to Robert Sinclair for the school site and for
the use of his home. Mr. Ross died so R. Hopkins became the auditor,

First pupils in the ‘'log' Orkney School were: Barbara Sinclair,
Willie and Humble Ferguson, Robert, John and Matthew Peace Jr., G.H,
Staiunger, Lizzy Garry, Kirk, Almont and LeRoy Ross, D, Tulloch and
Ernie Beckett.
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The community held a 'scheol' picnic at the Orknev School, W.9.
Tulloch supplied prizes for the children's games. There is no record
of what tvpe of prizes were given. The school board moved a vote of
thanks to Mr. Tulloch for his thoughtful gesture,

There was a tift between the teacher, Miss Cillespie and a pupil
Wm. Fernle, who was sent home for disobedience. When the trusteesy
confronted Wm., he admitted his guilt. The trustees agrecded to re—admit
the voung man provided he apologized to the teacher, However Mrs. Fernie
said, "no apology"™. During this tryiang time the Board gave the teacher
permission to punish any student as she saw fit. There is no record of
what happened with Wm., but the teacher must have stayed in the Board's
good graces as she was given two weeks holidays, the last week in July
and first week in August. School remained open until the end of November
and Miss Gillespie was rehired for another vear at $35.00 per month.

Tn 1891, the Orknev School Board purchased school seats from the
Yorkton School at $1,50 per seat. In March of this vear a porch was
built onto the scuth end by S. Sanderson, at a cost of $15,00 with $3.00
extra for shingling. The porch had a window to the south and a door to
the east. Tt served as a cloak room, a place for the lunch pails, the
water pail, the wood box, a2 wash house and the wood for the wood heater
which dida't leave any room for anvthing else,

A letter was written to Joel Reaman, M.L.A, member, with an enclosed
petition protesting the cutting of grants iu rural districts,

The school roof needed repairs, it was leaking water and had families
of mice and birds. Mr. Beckett re-did the job, tar paper covered with
sod at a cost of $10,00, A well was dug for $44,25 and a pump added for
$15.75.

List of ratepayers for 1892-1893:

H. Beckett A L, Fernie
Dave M. Fergus John Carry

Rowland Hawkins John F. Reid George Seatter
William Kettel Robert Reid Robert Sinclair
James Fergus Dan Garrv John Livingstone Mrs. Ross Robert Sincladir St
Mrs. Ferguson Thomas H. Garry Tra McConnell Matthew Peace Humble Wiseman
John Flanagan  Mrs. Fergus Charlotte Reid W.5. Tulloch William Wiseman
Hudson Bay Ce. Mrs. Healy James Reid N.H. Neilson York Farmers
Colonization Co.

In April 1896 J., Kelso Hunter became a ratepaver in the Orkney
community. The ratepaver voted on the issuing of debentures to the
extent of $600.00 bhearing interest at the rate of 8 percent per annum,
repayable in ten annual installments for the purpose of building a new
school. The school board approached the church board requesting the
use of the church for three months while the school was being built.
J. Kelso Huanter became the last teacher to teach in the log school.
His salarv was $35.00 per month.

The tender of Carl Ericksen to build a stoune school at $675.00
was accepted. It was to measure 20 x 30 feet, The leg school was sold
to Mr. Ericksen rfor $12.00. Mr. N.H. Neilson was the stounemason.

First school board of the new Orknev School #97 were:

Dave M., Fergus - Chairman
John F. Reid
Jehn Garry - Scecretary-Treasurer

James Fergus - Auditer
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neEr montin,

J.K. Hunter
Last teacher at the Qrkney Log School

J.A. Patrick

First teacher at stone school, 1887

The {irst teacher in the new school was J,AM. Patrick at £35.00

The first pupils in the stone Orkpev School #97 were: George and
wry Nellson, Jonn Guun, Connie Healy, Fred Davies, Robert, Marv-Alice
and Margaret Reld, Touisa and Edward Pagett and Jim Bow.

New Stone School 1897

Back Row (L to R): Teacher - Barbara Sinclair, Connie Healy, Louisa and Edward Pagett
fFront Row (L to R/): Mary and Gecrge Neilson, Mary-Alice Reid, Fred Davies,
Margaret and Robert Reid, Jim Bow, John Gunn.
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A new seal for the new school was bought from Richardson Company

for $4.00,
Other school purchases:

New Blackboard - 2.50 Wood - 5.50
Chalk - .25¢ Coal 0il Can - .25¢
New Paper - 2.50 Coal 0il - A0¢
Blackboard Eraser- .25¢ Lamp Glass - .10c¢
A Sprinkler - .65¢ Wick - 10e
School Insurance - Royal Insurance Co. - 13.00
Painting - George Hall - 15.00
Broom - .35¢
Door Latch - . 25¢
School Site - 15.00
Transfer of Site - 3,00

Plans and Specifications - J.W, Christie - 5,00

Dictionary - T. Eaton's Co. - 2,25
Screens - 1.80
Empire Map - 6,00

The settlers now had a sturdy new school across the road, west of
the Orkney Presbyterian Church. Side by side they stood, each giving
knowledge, guidance and a foundation in faith and character,

The school was also used for concerts, socials, dances and picanics.

Orkney Picnic 1912

In September 1905, the Orkney School was used as a polling station
when the Assinibeia District became a Province. Cost for the use of
the school was $4.00.

A stable was erected by Logan and Black, labour $75.00, lumber from
Meredith and Stonehouse $220.00, $1.50 for a window. Insurance on the
stable $7.00.

Assessment and tax roll of the Orkney School #97 for 1908 was as
follows. Rate of taxation was one and three quarter cents on the acre.
This was recorded by Gilbert Stainger, Secretary of the Orkney School.
Tn 1909 it was reduced to one cent on the acre, in 1910 it went up to
one and a half cents on the acre and in 1911 up to two and a half cents
on the acre,
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The task of collecting taxes was not an easy one. Money was scarce,

but somehow the fees were collected,
York Farmers Colonization and Hudsoan's Bay Companies pald a substantial
amount in taxes due to the size of their land holdings.

To help the economic situation, the

List of ratepayers of the Orkney School District #97 for the years

H. Arnold

Frank Betts
Levi Beck

M. Clouston.
Joseph Caldwell
C.P.R.

W.D. Dunlop
J.L. Dodge

H. Elliott
Estate of James Fergus
D.M. Fergus

R. Farley

W.D. Ferguson
H.J. Ferguson
Mrs. Jane Ferguson
John Ferguson
Frank Garry
John Garry

Dan Garry

R.W. Gilltis

A, Grunert

Mrs. E.A. Healy
John Hawkins
Albert Henry

Jesse Hill

A. Henke A
Mrs. A. Henke
H. Irwin

Wm, Kittel
S,H. Kent
Duncan Kennedy
F,R. Knight
Mrs., T.H. Thomas
Wm., Muir

F., Meredith
W.G, Mundle

A, McLean
Robert McKen
C.S. McLaury
T. Meredith
J,0, Markham
W.W, Nicholas
Wm, Pachal
Frank Patterson
G,B., Peterkin
R. Pachal
J.AM, Patrick
Martin Pachal

1908, 1909, 1910 and 1911 as recorded by Secretary-Treasurer, Gilbert
Stainger:

John Pezzani

~Peter Rousay

James H, Reed
Robert Reid
John ¥. Reid
Robert Rousay
George Seatter
Seatter Bros.
Wm. Simpson
T,V, Simpson
Gilbert Stainger
Peter Stainger
Robert Sinclair
W, Wiseman

" A.0, Whitman

Jas., Wotherspoon

M. Walden
George C, Wickens
G. Walden

York Farmers Colonization Co.

Throughout the years, methods and rates changed from the set amount

per individual to sixteen cents per acre, to the modern method of charging
a number of mills on the assessed value of the land, Adding to the
difficulties was the job of collecting these taxes, The Local Improvement
Districts which were started in 1905, handled this problem with their
elected committees. However in 1912, the municipal system came into
being and took over the tax collections and from thereon each yvear an
annual amount was set and handled from the municipal office.

The Orkney Municipality #244 1st Reeve and Councillors for 1912-
1913 were: '

Robert Rousay - Reeve
Jas, Williams — Deputy Reeve
Jas., B. Swallow - Secretary-Treasurer

Councillors - Division 1 - Thos. Waterfield
Divisdion 2 - Jas. Williams
Division 3 -~ Thos, H. Garry
Division 4 -~ Dan Hoffman
Division 5 - John F. Reid
Division & - George Fernie
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Two names were suggested for the now municipality, York and Orknew,
Orkney won out, so the new municipality becane Orknev Rural Municipality
£244.

First Municipal Council — Orkney R.M. #244

Back Row (L to A); T.A. Waterfleld, T.H, Garry, Dan Hoffman, John F, Reid, George Fernie
Front Row (L to R}): James Williams - Deputy Reeve, Robert Rousay - Reeve,
Jas. B, Swallow - Secretary-Treasurer

The R.M. of Orkney #244 1989 Council Members are as follows:

Reeve - Irving Bittner

Councillors: Division Division

Art Sully 1 Harvey Grunert 4 Administrator:
Edwin Shrader 2 Robert Kriger 3 John Gazdewich
Ken Hamilton 3 Herb Laube 6

In 1915, coal was used in the stove at the school. TFirst a coal
box had to be purchased from Logan and Black for $8.75, then a load of
coal was brought in by John F. Reid at a cost of 314.00. A shield was
bought for the stove for $4,00. The coal heat lasted lonser and was
hotter thus the shield bad to be used to protect children from burning
themselves.

A set of framed pictures of the King and Queen were bought from
Furley & Son for $5.50. A new flag and a stove were purchased at a tetal
cost of $12.50. A little flag for inside the school cost 51 cents while
the outside Union Jack cost $4.00 and the rope 40 cents. The school also
had a telephone which cost $14,00 a vear rental. It actually was in-
stalled in 1914. Window blinds $4.20, a water cooler $8.00 and school
and barn insurance 520,00 and there you have it, a well equipped school!

Prizes were given for good attendance, This was in 1914, {ive
prizes not to exceed five dollars and seventy-five cents. This was
carried on for several vears.
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Tn 1922 at the annual meeting, the decision te shorten the term of

. : o e e
aohoel and reducing teacher's salary due to the country's financial
sepool axd , ‘

condition was discussed and cavried. The schiool term ran from March
ﬂ;til December, wmaking it possible fo put in the full number of davs
i order to get the full grant from the Government, Teacher, Miss Pachal
Yorkton was pald $85.00 a mouth,

Attendance problems, some reasons justified the pupils being at
oo, such as James Wiseman missing thirtyv-five davs of school due to
the fact he had to help his aged father with seeding and harvestiog.
others, the reasons weren't feasible, A Local Attendance officer was
appointed, Mrs., F.A, Draper. Even the teacher wasn't exempt. The
frustecs felt that if a teacher had dental work done, she was still able
to teach and couldn't expect the rest of the day off with pay. They felt
it wag toe much of a hassle to get in a substitute teacher just for part
of the day. Teacher's salary was 51100.00 a vear, the ensulng vears
teacher's salaries were reduced to $900.00 a vear.

[QEN

Class of 1928

Teacher - Selma E. Lange
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The school stable burned down, so a new one was built bv James
Logan, 24'x 28' on a cement foundatiou.

]

N
—

7 ITn 1929 Mr, F,W. Harrison was hired to put storm windows on the

i ,‘:m,,ﬂjmcwéz V school, turn the black boards and paint them, make the wainscoting
25 Duy of the Mosth, | ol draught proof and make a coal stand in the porch,

Eg,\ ali 'g, T Az or pupia 1 E T The well water was not fit, so George Stainger was paid $20.00
“' °J (T follt wroid alekoamas and balthle) ‘2- BR L] L % a vear to supply water for the school,

i /"y W ke | / Yavae The schoel board offered teo buy ten to fifteen dollars worth of

170 ?F/Q/tﬁ7c,%ﬂ?u,j L N/0/ A Christmas treats. The annual Christmas concert was thoroughly enjoyed

H 75 Q;WM?, e / YNty by the community. The teacher and the students, assisted by parents
7. /&Z) i LA L) ; / A, decorated the school and the Christmas tree. Plays, solos, skits and a

7 I. MM W*V / Ay LAY gchool choir followed by Santa passing out treats and small gifts brought

P9y J@ﬂw—ﬁw? ma / 1/ the evening to a very satisfactory clese, Mr, Harrison in later years
‘7 /WQJ&,”—?M/# ivi J hooked up a battery system to give the stage, 'lights'.

“7|‘ ,oQ gl L ; SN The Community Club was organized and made a request to the scheol
g , g _ A 2% 1% U1 00 1 T 6 S O O I hoard for the use of the school for a dance. The reguest was granted
19 e ‘777 Wo—yz)_u_l‘ WAL /" Y j // A1 (21 providing they sweep the floor with dustbane and then sprinkle the floor

;fO!E ,4&5;‘24:{,)@_._,_ P / / ./) Y with Lysol, that was diluted in boiling water. Everything had to be

{0 ,?fx’a&d‘&/ ARl saory | | |/ | /i//if‘ 1/ ) L2 left in order for pupils and the teacher,

J/U M%?Mfl : A A/l / 0. Dr. Houston came to the school and immunized all the children for
e TS B ; g poof e -/ oo ) Ak Diphtheria and vaccinated for Small Pox, This was in February 1926.

; ] ‘ ; ; éﬁﬁ//jé l//‘ ‘ v/ Written consent by parents was required, 45 were immunized for Diphtheria

: ey ) ‘ﬁ iér/ i éj/i/*w/ -L-—-;‘/-z;— and 21 wvaccinated for Small Pox, ‘
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Class of 1977
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St. Magnus and CGrunert Schools generally joined with Orkney for the

NSy 3‘;\‘;3:3 1«'1"' =i ,?5;,\ ,.5’; annual school picnic in June, It was the event of the summer, beginning
oupmwm[“mm“ R NE e R J‘ = Shas at twelve o'clock with the different races, from grade one to the men
P T A R s iz, and women of the community. The fun races were the wheel barrow, shoe
i\r]or n;:n;intn::‘da:n Lbemuu::‘.zrz i s i No, ultuchinud.ay:mhoo{vmoptudunng the moan %l’. '
" j ,,{,{mdud,w,,',;',z"g“;ﬁ;;‘:"m et o *Actus) sggregate daye' attendanos for the month 5854 or boot, the potate, the gunnv sack and the three-legged. Prize money
*Possible sggrogate days’ attendunce for e month,.. o T .. was, fTirst 15 cents, second 10 cents and third a nickel or five cents.
Qﬁfrﬂ/ éz%/ ’ i
g, *Parosntigs of attendasos for the monih,, g7r '3 1 . . 1 . s i : " 1 dl
NOTE.—A! the end of sach mosih :’et-chmxmthdntundnnawm ‘Bummary of atieadagos for 1bs terma.” The young children that didn't win also received "a nickel™. They proudly
*tlae instructi firet . . + . . .
o o0 T e displaved their monay held in their chubby little haunds to their parents
A page from the Daily Attendance Register 1928 or grandparents.
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Ladies from each school took turns working in the booth. Prices of
items were mostly a nickel, a banana, chocolate bar, ice cream core, a
bottle of pop, box of popcorn. Gum sold at three packages for ten cents
and licorice pipes at one cent each, Each succeeding vear more items
were sold in the booth, hot dogs, hamburgers, varieties of chocolate bars,
shoe string licorice and different flavours of ice cream.

Orkney School Ball Team
Standing (L to R}: Herman Knoll, Bilt Wilson, Annie Tytula, Henry Chilman {Teacher),
Alice Wilson, Robert Deodds, Winston Knoll Kneefing (L to R): Eva Wilson, Clifford Knoll,
Pauline Tytula

Ball games were "played off" then one school would become the winner.
After this the ladies would make a boiler of coffee on the cook stove in
the house closest to the school or in the school basement., Every lady
brought sandwiches, cookies and cakes, Everyone would sit in a large
circle, the lunch would be passed around by the ladies and coffee pots of
coffee by the men. Good farm cream for the coffee completed the fare.
The children had Kool-Aid or milk, but most wanted pop. The climax was
the ball game, women against the men. It was a delight to see a woman
pitcher strike out a man or see a third baseman slide by a woman only to
be called "out"! The cows didn't get milked until later that evening!
There were a lot of bruised, stiff-jointed individuals the next day.
Everyone thinking how they'll improve things for next yvear's picnic.

The school and the church were both used for Vacation Bible School,
right up into the 1960's,

On June 10, 1936 the scheool board had a letter from Orkney, Sask.
asking our board to relinquish the name "Orknev" to the school district
in the village of Orkney, Sask, Our board replied, stating our "Orkney"
has been here since the first settlers arrived in 1882-1883 and therefore
we were the rightful ones to use the name.

Framed pictures of Queen Elizabeth and King George VI were purchased
at $1.75 each, A motion was made at a special board meeting to spend
forty dollars towards the Royal Visit at Melville, Sask,(1939). A letter
was also sent to all parents stating that since the majority of parents
expressed the wish for their children to go to Melville to see the Royal
couple. Forty dollars was voted to cover expenses for this event,
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However they also stated that they freed themselves from any responsibility
in case of accidents to any of the children., The children were accompanied
by the teacher, Mr. Henry Chilman, and the school secretary, Edith Stainger,

The Royal Visit to Canada 1939
Their Majesties, King George VI and Queen Elizabeth

A(RERT

Orkney Group in Melville to see the King and, Queen

In August 1939, the Orkney School Board, consisting of R,L. Reid,
W.S5. Muir and A.A, Kooll made the acquisition of the Orkney Church as a
second classroom. School Inspector, Mr. Martin, was at this meeting and
made necessary alterations, blackboards, tentest over wainscoting,
windows repaired and porch to be made suitable as a cloakroom. Logan
and Black were hired for this joh. A large sized stove was purchased
for the Church School and teachers M. Galbraith and Doreen Katz were hired,
Miss Katz being the junior teacher. Schools were known as Orkney A, the
school and Orkney B, the church,

In February 1943 there was a proposal to build a school in Orcadia.
However, the School Inspector, Mr. Martin, stated that subject to suitable
alterations being made to the cottage of Mrs, Tytula, the building would
be approved for school purposes, The decision to move one classroom to
Mrs. Tytula's in Orcadia was approved. R.L, Reid moved that an agree-
ment be drawn up immediately between Mrs, Tytula and the Orkney School
Board for the rental of her cottage at $80,00 per year for three years,
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Work was to begin on the building immediately under the supervision of
Messrs. Hall arnd Grunert, Material was to be purchased from Logan and
Black, All necessary equipment to be transferred from the "stone' Orknev
School to the Orcadia School., A new desk was purchased from Christie's
in Brandon for $£35.00. The Orcadia Community Club was to calsomine the
school. The School Board gave permission for social events to be held

in the school, Orkney B, excluding dancing, The School Board were:

W.S, Muir - Chairman

R.L. Reid

AVA. Knoll

F. W. Harrison- Secretary-Treasurer

The two schools operated this wav until 1958 when a new school was
built in Orcadia. It had a large classroom with two small rooms off to
the east. One was a library and the other the teacher's room, It had
two indoor bathrooms and a hall that alsc served as a cloakroom, There
was a full basement that had a small kitchen and another room that held
the septic tank,

Last Orkney School
Built in 1968 and closed after the 1968-69 term

The last teacher at the Orknev School A was Mrs, F.L.A, Popowich,
the former Elizabeth (Betty) Harrison. It seemed very fitting that
Mrs, Popowich be the one to end the "life' of this historic building.

She received her education at the "stone" Orkney School and attended the
services at the Orkney Church,

Pupils used to walk down the tracks from Orcadia to the Orkanev School,
Almost everyone walked, however, there were the luckv few who had a horse
and buggy or a cart like the Pacholka family. Thev lived three and a
half miles from school and also had to do all the morning chores before
leaving for school. So being late the odd morning, thev'd have their
horse going full gallep past the neighbouring farms, the cart bumping
along behind the horse and the children hanging on for dear life.

For several vears the pupils walked, rode bicveles or were driven
by their parents te the Orkney School in Orcadila., When the larger school
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upit was formed, the unit had a fleet of buses with hired bus drivers,
who picked up the students at their farm gates or lanes and transported
them to the Composite Jr. High School. 1966 was the last grade VIT and
vITI1 students, Marjorie Norman and Bounie Muir and Maureen McKen, Doreen
Spilchen and Aundrev Norman,

A small school bus was brought in from the unit and hired John Schab
as driver, assisted by Alvin Norman, They picked up all the grades one
to six students at their gates and transported them back to Orcadia,

When the Orkney School in Orcadia closed, Alvin Norman became the regular
driver and drove the students to Yorkdale(Composite) and the Regional High
School. He retired after fourteen vears service and the route was taken
over by Bill Koban of Springside,

The first teacher in the "new'" Orkney School #97 in Orcadia was
Mrs, Freda Nygren from 1938-1964, She had twenty-six students, grades
one to eight. '

The Orknev School Board were:

Fred Hall - Chairman

Maurice McKen -

Leonard Lange -

F.W. Harrison - Secretaryv-Treasurer

The last teacher wasg Mrs, Velma Rousay (Mrs. Alex Rousay),
The last School Board were: '

Wilfred Breehn - Chairman

Alvig R. Norman

Nick Shumay

Everett Gerrard - Secretarv-Treasurer

The Orkney School in Orcadia was used for a while by the Orkney
Community Club and the Silver Spur Horse Club and finally was sold, rebuilt
and now 1s Grace Baptist Church.

The original stone Orkney Scheool was restored in 1984. The Orkney
Historical Society took this project with the intentions of restoring and
preserving this historic building, It's only fitting after all the years
of teaching, guiding and moulding that this community uphold this sentinal.

Renovated Orkney School 1989
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CLASSES THROUGH THE YEARS
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Orkney A: Class of 1951-52

Iris Sonia Chupa, Terrence Anderson Folster, Adeliene Edith Pacholka, Herman Rutch, {rene Jean Pacholka,
lona Violet Herzke, Mike Frank Pachoika, Roselia Marie Chupa, Allan Arnold Herzke, Harvey Herbert Herzke,

¢ oo w : Paul Albert Chupa, David Gilbert Just, Roger David Folster, Selviko Pacholka, Donald Daniel Chupa, Douglas
Orkney A: Class of 1947-48 Harrison, John Wayne Norman, Laurie Irvin Blommaert, Sharon Ann Hursh.

Back Row (L to R): Bob Lange, Silvia Lewchuk, Eugene Lewchuk, Ellen McVey, Lorne Stainger, Irene Lange,
| Graham Hall, Sylvia Baumung - Teacher Front Row (L to R): Gerald Chupa, Annie Beblow, Paul Beblow,
o Marion Popowich, Wesley McKen, June Lange, James Tomanik, Gladys Popowich.

' ' = A Orkney A: Class of 1949-50

5 Orkney A: Class of 1948-49 Back Row (L to R): Doug Harrison, Donald Chupa, Roger Folster, Paul Chupa, Lyle Just, Gerald Muir, Harvey
’ Back Row (L to R): Harvey Herzke, Paul Chupa, Gerald Muir, Colin Joyce, Lyle Just, Rodger Folster, Doug Herzke, Allen Herzke Front Row (L to R): lona Herzke, Roselia Chupa, iris Chupa, David Just, Mike Pachalka,
: Harrison, Ruby Kolstad - Teacher Front Row (L to R): Roselia Chupa, Mike Pacholka, Allan Herzke, Donald Silviko (Daniell Pacholka.

Chupa, David Just, Silvike {Daniel) Chupa.




Class of 1952-53

Shirley Beblow, James Beblow, Jerry Beblow, Paul Spilchen, David Moulton, Henry Spilchen, Earl Hali, Merle
Hall, Carol Beblow, Myron Gabert, Henry Shumay, Olga Shumay, Iris Skwarchuk, Stephen Spilchen, George
Spilchen, Paul Beblow, Keith Gabert, Peter Moulton,  Teacher - Hermaine {Stricker) Breehn.

Class of 19566-57
Delores Tomanek, Phillyis Chupa, Peter Chupa, Donald McKen, Allen Beblow, Lynne Wood, Trevor Cherry,
Robert Norman, Henry Spilchen. Paul Spilchen, Lillian Chupa, James Beblow, Barbara Lange, Dale Hoffman,
Shirley Beblow, Kathleen Wood, Wayne Norman, Dennis Cherry, Mervin Nidesh, Earl Hall, Iris Chupa, Merle
Hall, Caro! Beblow, Henry Shumay, Teacher - Regina Walter.
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Class of 1960-61

Dale Hoffman, Barbara Lange, Lillian Chupa, Jerry Beblow, James Beblow, Henry Spilchen, Robert Norman,
Veronica Pawliw, Allen Beblow, Donald McKen, Delores Tomanek, Phyllis Chupa, Peter Chupa, Lencre
Fritzke, Andrew Bebiow, William Chupa, Douglas Norman, Judith Pawliw, Doreen Spilchen, Maureen McKen,
Audrey Norman, Allan Stobee, Marjorie Norman, Adeline Spilchen, Ronald Chupa, Bonnie Muir, Constance
Fritzke, Shari Breehn, Stephanie Chupa, Arlene Spilchen. Teacher - Freda Nygren.

Class of 1967-68

Back Row (L to Ri: Daryl Minke, Randy Breehn, Kenneth Norman, Wayne Gerrard, Vivian Gerrard, Bill Wood,
Mrs. Velma Rousay - Teacher, Terry Minke Middle Row (L to R): Allan Shumay, Russell Miles, Fred Gurel,
Susan Norman, Valerie Gerrard, Ferne Katzberg, Barry Shumay Front Row (L to R/: Barron Pelitier, Nancy
Woed, Terry Breehn, Karen Miles, Stephen Miles.
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TEACHERS OF ORKNEY SCHOOL #97 .
3 1927 - Ivan Patrick
1887 - Miss Jessie Ferguson - School Inspector refused E 1928 - Selma Ella Lange
her application to teach, The settlers decided 'I - Ivan Guy Patrick
not to hold school for this year. 1929 - Ivan Guy Patrick
1888 - Miss Ella E, Carson - April 17 to October 31 : 1930 - Ivan Guy Patrick
1889 - Miss Katie J, Gillespie : - Wilfred Arthur Tripp
1890 - Miss Katie J, Gillesple 1931 - Wilfred Arthur Tripp
1891 - Miss Emma J. Southam 1932 - Wilfred Arthur Tripp
1892 - Miss Mary Stewart 1933 - Arthur Simpson Larmour
1893 - Miss Sproule 1934 - Henry Alexander Chilman
1894 - Miss Ida M, Greer 19135 - Henry Alexander Chilman
1895 - Mr, Beveridge 1936 - Henry Alexander Chilman
1896 - Mr. A.W. Argue 1937 - Henry Alexander Chilman
- Mr, J, Kelso Hunter 1938 - Henrv Alexander Chilman Selma Lange
1897 - Mr. J.A.M, Patrick 1939 - Henry Alexander Chilman
1898 - Miss Barbara M, Siaclair - Matcom Galbraith
1899 - Mr, William Clark : - Dorene E. Katz
1900 - Miss McCullum Isa M. Roliins 1940 - Malcom Galbraith
1901 - Mr, E,J. Murray -~ : - Dorene E, Katz
1902 - Miss Sibbald - Elizabeth Leslie
- Mr, J.A, Magee 1941 - Flizabeth Leslie
1903 - Miss Kate E, Neilson - Mrs. Margaret Rousay
1904 - Miss Ella MacLacklin - A.L. Lozinski
1905 - Mr, D, Brown - A,.C, Kranmer
1906 - Mr, D. Brown 1942 - *L.ena Marushechka
1967 - Mr. A,0, Whitman ~ *Mary Anne Evanishen
1908 - Miss Isa M, Rollins 1943 - *Same as 1942 January to June term
1909 - Mr, Wm. J. Weir o e ; - Iris Humeniuk lvan Patrick
1910 - Miss Anna Jean McKenzie Winnifred Outhwaite - Vinona Serena Hoffman van Patric
1911 - Miss Kate McTavish - ' Mrs, A, Esther Harris (substitute)
1912 - Miss Kate McTavish 1944 #*%Iris Bumeniuk
1913 - Miss Kate McTavish *#*Vera Ida Bailey
1914 - Miss Kate McTavish 1945 %%Same as 1944 January to June term
1915 - Miss Kate McTavish **%*%Mary Teresa Gleason
1916 - Miss Kate McTavish Mary Ann Hepburn
1917 - Miss Kate McTavish 1946 *%*Same as 1945 January to June term
- Miss Euphemia McPhail - Mary Teresa Gleason
1918 - Pansy Marion Sweet - Marie Adelheit Baumung
- Mabel Winnifred Outhwaite - Nathan H, Mair
1919 - Ralph C, Russell 1947 - Mary Teresa Gleason
- Florence A.B. Morrison - Marie Adelheit BRaumung
1920 - Florence A,B Morrison - Ruby Kolstad
1921 - Florence A,B. Morrison - Mr. J. Watt (substitute)
1922 - Vena Pachal 1948 - Sylvia M, Baumung Henry A. Chillman
- Mrs. Lillie Jean Norman - Ruby W, Kolstad
1923 - Mrs, Edith M, Shaw 1949 - Sylvia M, Baumung
- Mrs. Lillie Jean Norman - Ruby W. Kolstad
1924 - Mrs. Lillie Jean Norman 1950 - Sylvia M. Baumung
- Effie Young McQueen - Ruby W. Kolstad
1925 - Effie Young McQueen - Edith Brierley
- David Andres - Hermaine Stricker
1926 - David Andres Lk : 1951 - Edith Brierley
- Ivan Patrick Effie McQueen - Hermaine Stricker Dorene E. Katz
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1952

1953

1954

1955

1956

1957

1958

1959
to
1964
1964
to
1968

Edith Brilerly

Hermaine Stricker

Hermaine Stricker - second term

Regina Edith Walter - Orkney A

Regina Edith Walter - Orkney A

Hermaine Stricker

Hermaine Stricker - Orkney B -~ married Wilfred Breehn
Mrs. Wilfred Breehn

Regina Hdith Walter

Elizabeth Harrison

Regina Edith Walter

Elizabeth Harrison

Regina Edith Walter

Mrs. Frances S. Dodds

Mrs. Regina Edith Walter

Mrs. Frances S. Dodds

Mrs. Nick Popowich (nee Harrison)
Mrs. Regina Edith Walter

Mrs. N. Popowich

Mrs., Regina Walter

Mrs. N, Popowich Mary T. Gleason
Mrs. Frieda Nygren

Mrs. Frieda Nygren

Mrs, Velma Marion Rousay

Regina Walter, Velma Rousay, Elizabeth Popowich and Mary Wilson
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Orcadia

In 1903, the Canadian Pacific Railway was extending their rail
lines from Yorkton to Sheho. Doukhobours were hired to do the building,
their only equipment being shovels and wheelbarrows. That's what 1is
called hard labour!!

Their policy was that every eight miles they'd grade up a landing,
set down a small shack and presto, they had a station! This station
was situated on the N.W., 1/4 of section 26, township 26, range 5, west
of the second meridian and owned by Dr. T.V, Simpson, an early settler
who acquired his homestead in 1893. He farmed and was the local veter—
inarian. He was told to survey the surrounding land, set up lots for a
town site and name it, As a result four families, all from the Orkney
Islands and who settled this area first, held a meeting and named it
after a small ship that sailed amongst the Islands delivering mail,
passengers and freight, the $,S., Orcadia. It was situated on a brow of
a hill overlooking Lake Simpson.

S.8. Orcadia

Early settlers named Orcadia after a small freighter that
sailed in the Orkney Islands.

Right
F. R. Knight

Orcadia’s First Postmaster

] A petition for a post office was circulated in February 1904. By
fePruary 1, 1905 a post office was established in Orcadia with the first
mail delivery on February 3, 1905. Mr., F.R. Knight was the first post-
master. He kept this position until 1910 when D.A, Robertson took over
the store and post office, The store was located in the same building
a§ the post office. Being an accomplished pianist, Mr. Knight gave
Plano lessons and accompanied performers at the local functions,
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Tn 1904, the first grain elevator, the Northern, was built by the

Northern Elevator Company, The first buyver was J.J. Buchanan, assisted
by Charlie (Scottv) Barbour. Tt took in the first wheat which graded
a good mumber one and came from the farm of G. Peterson. It was Sept-
ember and all the wheat was cut and stooked. Grain prices were:
Wheat #1 Northern 82¢ bushel
#2 Northern  80¢ bushel
Dats ~ 25¢ bushel
Barley __ 25¢ bushel

The Northern

Orcadia’s first elevator built in 1904

The first business in Orcadia was the Prairie Lumber, An office
with living quarters was bullt for their agent, but the business folded
in 1910 and the office building was bought by the elevator company (Northern).

The first blacksmith was J.G, Stainger, who built a shop and locked
after the blacksmithing needs of the surrounding farmers, He later sold
this business to Ronald Foster and worked for a number of vears building
elevators.

In 1906 James Dodge and family arrived from Bridgetown, Nova Scotia,
James Dodge was a doer, he first built a large dwelling and store combined,
He bought the north half of 35-26-5, one mile north of Orcadia, where
the Drug Rehabilitation Centre is located today. He farmed as well as
running a general store. In 1907, James Dodge formed a partnership with
the Northern Elevator agent, George Seatter and became agents for the
Cockshutt Plow Company. 8o naturally Ceockshutt farm implements became
quite popular with the farming community in the district,

In 1909 the Imperial Elevator was built. Its first grain agent was
W.H. Comrie. As more land was opened up, more graiun was produced, the
need for another elevator arose.

In 1910 Orcadia had its first resident minister in the perscn of
Rev. W,B. Mahon, a Presbyterian minister and wife, recent arrivals from
Ireland. A manse was built for them, Ron Foster, the handyman blacksmith
as given the contract for the building, [t served as a home for several
ministers and later served as a make shift school. Rev. Mahon was
supplied with a driving team and a Vgreen buggy' and held services every
Sunday at Orcadia, Orkney and Fonehill,

Mr. Foster had the first car in Orcadia, a 1910 model, merely a
motorized buggy. It really scared the blazes out of every horse that
came within sound or sight of the contraption. Next car was that of
James Sinclair., Progress had arrived!
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Tn 1911 William Bagg came from Springside to be an agent for the
Tmperial Elevator., ile bought the store from F.R, Knight and also took
ovar the post office. Mr., Knight retired to his farm one mile north of
(Orcadia where he took up sheep ranching. In 1914, F.R. Knight again tock
over the store and post cffice, William Bagg went back to his farm in
springside.  In the meantime, Mr, Knight set up the first and only pool
room in Orcadia, cne table!l!

William Bagg

Imperial elvator agent, storekeeper
and postmaster,

In the meantime, other people had arrived in the district. To mention
a few, there were the two Whitmans, Doug and Bernard from Nova Scotia,
brothers-in-law of James Dodge. They farmed for several years then moved
on to greener pastures. Another Nova Scetian, Herman Banks, who was called
the “"Giant" owing to his size, six feet six and weighing over two hundred
pounds. He had tremendous strength, he could 1ift the back end of a wagon
loaded with sheaves. He worked in the Orcadia District for many vears
before going back to Nova Scotia,

Another resident was Peg Leg Parker. He worked for the Prairie
Lumber Company and wore a wooden leg, hence the name. He was a very fine
carpenter and helped to build severzl local homes. By 1910 the Prairie
Lumber Companv closed. .

In 1912, some changes were taking place on the farms, the Rumelvy 0il
Pull Tractors were being introduced., Wiliiam Ferguson and John McKen were
the first threshermen to acquire these bhehemoths. :

Thomas Paul invented a simple svstem of communication by telephone.

A one wire line was mounted on tall poles with a ground wire every quarter
mile, This completed the circuit and carried the voice clearly and effi-
ciently. 1If a break would occur, the good old barbed wire was used to
repair the area. This came into use in 1902 in Yorkton., This system went
to the rural area in 1907 and was called the Yorkton Northwest Rlectric
Company. In 1908 the Yorkton Rural Telephone Companvy held a meeting in
Yorkton. Rural representatives were elected and organized into circuits
of ten to a unit. Telephones were put into homes. That wooden box hang
ing on the wall united neighbours and the community. Tt also provided
everyone on that line with ne privacy. Generally evervone listened to
each other's calls. At times this created real problems!! Listed are
subscribers and their phone numbers,

Dave Fergus - St. 0la .,...515 Peter ROUSAY . yveervrnevearseraayr 15
John McKen ~ Greystone ... 53 Robert Rousay -~ Lakeview ...,....552
Robert McKen ... ........ . 155 Thos. Garry - Garrv Ranch ....,.251
Orcadia Elevator .....c.s.. 52 Robert Sinclair - Glen Orknev... 52
Gilbert Stainger - Greenbush.3 Mrs, Ferguson vueavavsosansanvea 2
Johin. F. Ried - Norseman's.,555 Frank Caldwell - Pleasant View.,, 4

Home JuL. Dodge o i iniriensnnaaaass. 54
Dave Muir ..,.... ceanaareas D5
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This telephone company later became the Rural Beaver Telephone Co.

It now has been taken over by the Provincial Govermment and is called
Sask. Tel,

John Pezzani arrived in Orcadia from Italy in 1913, He bought the
east half of section 27, township 26, range 5 from August Grunert. He
built his farm home on the outskirts of Orcadia and for several vears
supplied the peocple in the village with milk.

Pezzani was an expert teamster, he always drove a fine team of horses
on farm implements and grain tanks. He alsc became a great thresherman.

His other vocation, he could play any wind instrument and could sing
opera,

In 1922 things went sour so he left everything and migrated to the
U.5.A.

One of his sons, Peter, lived in Detroit and ran a garage business
and was in the millionaire class, He never forgot his place of birth
or the Orkney School where he started his educaticn. TFrom 1946 until
twelve years ago he made annual visits to the Orcadia, Springside District
visiting kinfolk and taking pictures of the old "stone" school. He alwavs
flew up in his own plane and gave a big donation towards the renovation of
the "old school",

Orcadia Postoffice

Mr. & Mrs. Pete Pezzani 1966

Donated to the renavation fund J. G. Stainger, Postmaster

World War I brought a lot of changes. A number of voung men joined
the Armed Forces, some not coming back. Ford cars had become popular,

Mrs. James Dodge passed away suddenly which broke up the familv. Mr. Dodge
closed his store, rented his farm and all but one of the family moved

to California. His daughter Hazel remained, married Pete Fernie and

made her home in Springside. Today she's a guest at the Yorkton and
District Nursing Home.

In 1914, .G, Stainger returned to Orcadia, married Isabel Hall and
bought F.R. Knight's store. He took over as postmaster, a position he held
for 40 years. He was also an agent for the Northern Elevator until it
butrned down in 1920.

It was Christmas Eve 1920 when fire destroyed the Northern Elevator
and the flour shed. 1In March 1921, the Bawlf Elevator (used to be the
Imperial) also burned mvsteriously, Both were rebuilt in 1922, Harrv Wilson
becoming agent for the new Bawlf Elevator.
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Infront of Orcadia Store 1319
fL te RJ: Jim Wiserman, Rose, Margaret Wallis holding son Edward,
and Bess standing.

From 1933 through the hungry thirties, Orcadia has had several store-
keepers. A Mr. Murphy set up business in the vacant Dodge building for a
short time. Mrs. Mary Tytula started a confectionary store., TIn the 1930's
P.J. Lewchuk built a store, western style with a false front. After a
number of years they seld out to Steve Springinatuk, who after a short
time sold the business to Ruth and Roland Gabert. While Ruth looked after
the store, Rolly ran the Sask. Wheat Pocl Elevator.

Mrs. Jean Schab

Orcadia’s Last Postmistress

On the steps of Lewchuk's Store 1937

Back (L to A): Herb Harrison, William Ferguson, Barney Fenske,

Reg Harrison, Biff Wilson Front: William Canpon

The next and final storekeeper and postmasters were John and Jean
Schab, The post office closed in 1965 and Jean got a post office in
Quinton, Sask. They sold the buildings and moved. John passed awav several
years ago and Jean is still postmistress of Quinton.

Postmasters of Orcadia from its beginnings until 1965:

F.R. Knight - February 1, 1905 to October 19, 1910

D.A. Robertson — QOctober 20, 1910 to May 4, 1911

William C. Bagg - May 5, 1911 to June 2, 1913

James L. Dodge - June 3, 1913 to January 16, 1914

F.R. Knight - January 17, 1914 to October 22, 1917

John George Stainger - October 23, 1914 to May 31, 1960

Mrs. Eleanor Jean Schab — Junme 1, 1960 to 1965
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Grain buvers at the Orcadia, Saskatchewan Wheat Pool. The elevator
was built in 1928.

J.G. Stainger - April 2, 1928 to December 1949

Richard Gourley - Januvary 1950 to October 1951

Allen Lavfield - October 1951 tc May 1952

Roland H, Gabert - May 1952 to 1956

Ken Guenther - 1956

Herb Laycock - 1956

Percy Kotzer — 1956

Henry D, Hoffman =~ 1957 te 1974

KATIONAL

National Elevator
& Pool Elvator

Last elevators in Creadia
— now gone.

August Gabert was the elevator agent for the Wational Grain Company
from August 1946 to March 1970. He ran this elevator in opposition to his
brother Rolly Gabert, who bought grain for the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool.
August also plaved hockey, baseball and was on the executive on the
Orcadia Community Club. He coached the Orcadia baseball and hockey teams
in late¥ years. He is now retired and lives in Kamsack, Sask.

Other National Grain Buyers was John Grunert. He also built a barm
just across the road from the National Elevator and went into the dairy
business, selling milk to the Orcadia population,

The last buyer for this company was Howard Maahs. He bought grain
from Wovember 1969 to July 31, 1882, '

Another business in Orcadia was Henry's Service Station., Hentry
Hoffman was a '"jack of all trades'"., He could weld, do blacksmith work,
as well as operating the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool elevator., Lillie, Henry's
wife and helpmate locked after the service station while Henry ran the
elevator, She is also noted for the most delicious lunches she served
at the Wheat Pool committee meetings., Both of them were lnvolved in
community affairs. Henry formed a small orchestra encouraging the voung
people to take part. They performed at church and family functlons.

They moved to the West Coast in the 1970's where they enjov their
retirement. Their son Dr, Dale Hoffman and family are not far from their
home, so they enjoy their grandchildren,

The longest resident of Orcadia was J.G, Stainger. from 1917 to 1960.
He was the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool agent for 20 years and the Orcadia
postmaster for 43 vears. Next were llenry and Lillie Hoffman, 28 years
followed by the Harry Wilson and Harry Tytula families of 20 vears.

Harrv Tytula was the C.P.R. section foreman.
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Pete and Roxy Tvmourski settled in Orcadia in the late 1940's,
note worked for the C.P.R. section gang, patroliing the tracks, He used
the hand car, which in those days was uncoverec and run manually. Poor
Pete, during the 40 degree below weather, he really had te put cn a lot
of clothing to keep warm, Just imagine a whole day spent out in the
adverse conditions and deing your job.

Both Roxv and Pete were invelved in community affairs. Roxy served
as secretary and treasurer for the Orkney Ladies Aid which later became
the Orkney United Church Women, Pete was much in demand at the dances
at the Orkney Schoel, He was the best polka dancer!! Pete, Roxy and
their children Cindy and Neil moved to Saskatoon in the late 1970's.

Mrs. Annie Hamilton, daughter of ¥F,R. and Mary Knight grew up in
Orcadia and attended the Orkmey Schoel #97. Mrs. Hamilton lives in Leroy,
gask. She has given generous donations for the restoration of the two
buildings, the church and school,

Other short period residents of Orcadia:

Mr. & Mrs. Sokolan and family

Mrs. Simpson

Mr. & Mrs, Brian deVries

Helen & Alvin Norman and family

Joyce & Les Muir and family

Nick & Effie Shumay and family

Mr. & Mrs. Wm. Shumay and family

Mr. & Mrs. Dave McVey

ORCADIA TODAY

The elevators were pushed down, burned and the ground levelled,.

The property where the Orcadia store was, is empty. The building that
housed the Orcadia Post Office is a private dwelling. This building
is part of the original that first was erected in 1904. Mrs. Delores
¥owalehuk and her family make it their home,

Mr. & Mrs. Laurie Blommaert and family live in the house that
August Gabert, the National Grain Elevator agent called "home'". The
Shumav home is now owned and lived in by John and Janet Chepil. Janet's
mother, Mrs, Johnson has made the deVries house her home.

The Orkney School was bought and is now known as the Grace Bible
Baptist Church,

What was once a bustling village is no more, just a pleasant memory.
A half mile to the east by the railway tracks, the sign "Orcadia' still
stands, Mav it remain standing as a rememberance of the village and the
small Orkney boat, the "Orcadia" that gave it its' name,

Qrcadia 19177

In the beginning.
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Organizations of Orkney
and Orcadia

THE LADIES AID SOCIETY

The ladies of the Orkney Presbyterian Church helped to raise funds
for the church by holding box or basket socials, As early as 1895,
gseveral ladies names are mentioned being on committees, Barbara M.
Sinclair, Mrs, Rousay, Colena Garry and Alice Rendall.

The ladies next started to have meetings in their own homes, meeting
monthly, Besides having worship and bible readings, they shared ideas,
friendship, recipes, plus ways to help in the community.

At the church socials, when a lady brought her decorated basket full
of lunch, it was auctioned off to the highest bidder, who then shared
the lunch with the owner of the basket. It was all in good fun, but at
times a romantic lunch was wrecked when the beau was outbid because he
was short of cash. Tadies with baskets were admitted free while gents
had teo pay twenty-five cents. This was later raised to thirtyv-five cents.

The first record of a Ladies Aid Society was listed in 1908 with Mrs.
Betts as president of this Presbvterian organization.

In 1912, the Orcadia Presbyterian Ladies Aid consisted of members:

Mrs. W.B. Mahon Jessie Mcken
Mrs. R. McKen Mrs, Rousay

Mrs. Verhaag Mrs. Gillis

Mrs. Jas. Dodge Mrs. Fleck
Nellie Seatter Mrs. F.R. Enight

These ladies supported both the Orkney Church and Scheool,
In 1917, the Orkney Ladies Aid held a Red Cross Tea in the Hudson's
Bay Store in Yorkton, Sask. Member present:

Mrs. J. Simpson Miss Mamie Reid

Mrs. A.F, Garry Miss Jessie McKen

Mrs. Joe Wallace Miss McTavish (Orkney Teacher)
Mrs. Muir Mrs. Rousay

Mrs. Markham Miss Muir

Mrs. F.R, Knight Mrs. E.W. Wood

Crkney Ladies Aid 1929

Back Row (L to R): Jean Patterson, Rennie Seatter, Mrs, Blommaret, Frances
Draper, Annie Irwin, Mrs, John Patterson, Frances Dodds, Mrs. Archie Joyce
Front Row (L to R): Mrs, F. W. {Edith} Harrison and son Douglas, Mrs. Elizabeth
[Bessie) Weaver.

52

In 1947 the Orkney Ladies Aid increased its memberships. The
exccutive officers were:

President - Mrs. Frank Draper (Frances)

Vice-President- Mrs. Walter Patterson (Phyllis)
Secretary/Treasurer - Mrs. F,W. Harrison (Edith)

Members:

Mrs. W.S. Muir (Jessie) Mrs, J.G. Stainger

Mrs. Dave Muir (Ersula) Mrs. Archie Jovyce (Barbara)
Mrs. S.A. Muir (Sarah) Mrs, Charlie McKen (Ethel)
Mrs. Julia Wiseman Mrs. Sam Dodds (Euphima)
Mrs. Laura Fenske Mrs, Dave McVev (Annabelle)
Mrs. Ernest Wood (Alice) Mrs, Harold Cursons (Margretta)
Mrs. Dave Folster (Ann) Mrs, John Rousay {(Rose)
Mrs. Stewart Dodds (Frances) Mrs. Alex Rousay (Velma)
Mrs. Jock Rennie (Carxroline "Tula') Mrs. Fred Hall (Louise)
Miss Mary Alice Reid (Mamie) Mrs, R.H, Gabert (Ruth)

Mrs. Dan Draper (Margaret) Mrs. Marinus Blommaert (Dorothy)

Ladies Aid 1949-50
L to R): Mrs. Fenske, Mrs. Draper, Ellen McVey, Mrs. Ernie Wood, Mrs. Jean
McKen, Rose Rousay, Mrs. McKen (mother), Mrs. Dave McVey, Mrs. Hepburn,
Mrs. Stainger S1., Grandma Muir {Sarah), Margaretta Cursons, Mrs. Edith
Harrisan (behind), Phyllis Patterson, Ersula Muir, Helen Norman (behind).

1954 Ladies Aid
Back Row (L to R/ Louise Hall, Rose Rousay, Barbara Joyce, Isabel Stainger, Mildred
Baldwin, Sarah Muir, Essie Jchnson, Edith Harrison, Phyllis Patterson & ?. Front Row (L to

R} Helen Norman, Audrey Norman, Margaretta Cursons, Alice Knoll, ? Cursons, Ersula Muir,
Joyce Muir, Bonnie Muir, Vera Wood, Lynn Woaod,
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ORKNEY UNITED CHURCH WOMEN

The Orkney Ladies Aid were affiliated as the Orkney United Church
Women in May 1962, First Executive were:

President - Mrs. Alvin R, Norman (Helen)
Vice-President- Mrs. Maurice McKen (Jean)
Secretary - Mrs. Peter Tymourski (Roxy)
Treasurer - Mrs. John Yuzik (Ann)

Other members: Other members to join in ensuing vears:

Mrs. Dave Folster (Anm)

Mrs. F.W. Harrison (Edith)

Mrs. Fred Hall (Leuise)

Mrs. John XKnoll {(Alice)

Mrs. Leslie Muir (Joyce)

Mrs. J.A. Schab (Jean)

Mrs. John Streelasky (Marjorie)
Mrs. Thomas Wood (Vera)

Mrs. John Wesley Norman (Molly)
Mrg. Everett Gerrard (Marjorie)
Mrs. Wayne Knoll (Carol)

Mrs. Gordon Crunert (Debbie)

Orkney United Church Women 1961-62

{L to R): Mrs. A, R, Norman, Miss Gail Knoll, Miss Lois Wood, Mrs. Maurice
McKen, Mrs. John Knoll, Mrs. Thomas Wood, Mrs. Fenske, Mrs. Fred Hall, Mrs.
F. Harrison, Mrs. J. A. Schab, Mrs. Ethel McKen.

Past presidents who received their life membership pins from the United
Church of Canada.

Mrs. Maurice McKen
Mrs. Alvin R. Norman
Mrs. John Yuzik

Mrs. John Knoll

Mrs. Thomas Wood
Mrs. John Streelasky
Mrs. Wayne Knoll

Mrs. Alvin R. Norman served as treasurer for thirteen consecutive
years, 1975-1988,

Former members were Mrs. Isabel Turchuk, Mrs. Gordon Grunert and Mrs,
Albert Farrell.
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Orkney United Church Women of 1989 are:

President -
Vice-President-
Secretary -
Treasurer -

Mrs. Maurice McKen (Jean)

Mrs, Everett Gerrard {(Marjorie)
Mrs. J,W. Norman (Molly)

Mrs. Colin Joyce (Louise)

Reporter/Sick/Visiting - Mrs. Alvin R. Norman (Helen)

Lunch Committee

- Mrs, John Yuzik {(Ann)
- Mrs, John Streelasky (Marijorie)

Orkney United Church Women 1989

fL to R): Molly Norman, Ann Yuzik, Louise Joyce, Jean McKen,
Heten Norman & Marjorie Streelasky.

SALTCOATS SHIFTINGS — DECEMBER 23, 1897

I.0.F. Court Yorkton #1918

C.R. -
R.S. -
F.S. -
Treas. -
V.C.R. -
C.D.H.C.R. -
C.P.P. -
CHAP. -
S.W, -
J.W. -
S.B. -
J.B. -
Court Physician
Auditors

Financial Committee -

Sick Committee

Trustees

Lodge, Charter Members and Executive

Geo. A, Bull

Geo. H.,P. Hall

Wm. P. Hopkins

Geo. C. Betts

J.R. Reid

J.W. Christie

N.H. Neilson

Robt. Sinclair

John H. Baleman

John Hanson

John I. Hawkins

William Kittle
- Dr. T.A. Patrick
- Christie, Reid and Hall
Christie and Reid
- Bull, Reid, Hanson,

Hawkins, Kittle and Sinclair
- Bull, Hall,Betts, Christie and Reid
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1907 ORCADIA FOOTBALL ASSOCIATION 1945 ORKNEY RED CROSS SOCIETY

Henourary President - John ¥. Reid [ Pregidant - Mrs, J. Patterson
President - J.J. Buchanan Vice-?resident - Mrs. I',W, Harrison 3
Vice-President - Jas. Dodge Secretarv-Treasurcr - Mrs. P.J. Lewchuk 1
Secretary-Treasurer - bh.M. Rebertson RKeporter - Mrs, D. McVey ‘
Committee - D. Kennedy Auditor - Mrs. F,W, larrison 3

- T. McRen Lunch Committee - Madames Grunert, Fenske, Muir, Stainger and

- J. Willdiams McVew

- J. Stainger Social Committee - Messrs. W, Muir, F.W, Harrisomn, D, McKen,

The 1907 Football Teague consisted of four teams, Orcadia, Beaverdale L. Muir and W. Patterson

Springside and Willowbrook,

3

1915 ORCADIA BIBLE SOCIETY (Methodist)

Honourary President - T. Garry . . H
President - David Pinder Presigent - F.R. Knight ;
Vice-President _ D. Wilson Secretary—Treasurer - Mrs., W.E, Wood -
Secretary-Treasurer B Mr. Willis Collectors - Wm, McKen and Harry Wilson
LOCAL IMPROVEMENT DISTRICT AND R.M. OF ORKNEY #244 BOARDS 1917 MISSION BAND
Orkney and District residents serving on Local Improvement Districts Thls.gas later changed to th? Happy Works Club,
and then on the R.M. of Orkney #244 from 1913 and on are as follows: President - Caroline (Tulla) Seatter
Secretary - Tomena Rousay /]
Robert Rousay - first Reeve of the new R.M. of Orkney #244 Treasurer ~  John Muir _ g
John F. Reid - 1905 to 1912 on Tocal Improvement District Board and Project Reporters —~ F.R. Knight and Frances Seatter
then first councillor for Division 6 of the new R.M.
of Orkney #244 in 1912, 1936 YOUNG PEOPLE OF ORKNEY CLUB
Jas. B. Swaliow - secretary.on both the Local Improyemfnt DlStrlét President _ pelia Schmuland
Board and first secretary on the R,M. #244 council. : .
T.H. Garry - Division 4 of the new R.M, of Orkney #244 Secretary - Mary Wilson
Treasurer - George Seatter
1927 - Reeve J.W. Large, Wm, Muir Division 1 councillor Pianist — FEdith Stainger
1943 ~ George Porteous Division 6 counciilor. He became Sackatchewan's : Honourary President - John F. Reid

Lieutenant Governor in the 1980's,
E. Miller Division 2 councillor, John Grunert Division 5 councillor
Reeve John Grunert

1943
1952

WOMEN GRAIN GROWERS

In 1917 the ladies secticn of the Grain Growers was newly organized.
Mrs. Caskey as President and Mrs. Robert Stevenson as Vice-President.

The 1922 Wemen Grain Growers Association consisted of the following
ladies:
President - Mrs. Joe Markham
Vice-President - Mrs. Rebert Stevenson
Secretary/Treasurer - Miss F.A, Seatter
Directors:
Mrs. R. Beck Miss Walsh
Mrs. Vandenburg Mrs, Robert Sinclair
Mrs. Reusch

1942 CO-OP LADIES GUILD OF ORCADIA

Mrs. George Patterson Mrs. John Patterscon Orkney Young People’s Union ;;
Mrs. Jock Rennie Mrs. Sam Dodds Back Row (L to Rl: Agnes Just, Alice Wilson, Edith Stainger, Ruth Miller, Margaretta Blommaert. :
Mrs. Archie Joyce Mrs. Alec Blommaert Centre Row (L to R). 7, Grace Stainger, Margaret Stainger, Eva Wilson, Adeline Schmuland. i
Mrs. Frank Draper Mrs. Fred Harrison Front Row (L to Rl: George Stainger, Robert Miller,

Mrs. Albert Irwin Mrs, Elizabeth Wiseman Weaver
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ORKNEY HISTORICAL SOCIETY

President — Lawrence (Barney) Fenske
Vice-President - Maurice McKen

Treasurer - June Just (Mrs. Lyle)

Secretary - Doris Hepburn (Mrs. William)
Historian - Helen A, Norman (Mrs. Alvin R.)

The Orkney Historical Society was incorporated in 1981 for the purpose
of restoring and preserving the Orkney School #97 and the Orkney United
Church (formerly the Orkney Presbyterian Church). These buildings are
situated approximately nine kilometers northwest of Yorkton on Highway #16.
A glance to the right, over the C,P.R. tracks reveal these sturdy stone
buildings, one on either side of Orkney Road. A small cemetery is located
behind the Church, which is the final resting place for many of the early
pioneers.

Orkney School Being Restored

Tn the summer of 1982 the Orkney Historical Society began its' work
to restore the Orkney School #97 and the Orkney United Church. The
school was started first due to its' poor condition that required much
more work. Mr. Rodger Morgan, a stonemason was hired. The inside of
the school was torn out and the whole northwest corner had to be taken
out due to a bad crack that caused the corner to lean out. Mr. Morgan
completely replaced the stones in thoge two corner walls. The roof
was totally reshingled. Tt was here the workers discovered the square
tapered headless nails that had been used in 1897 in the original roof.
New windows and doors were installed and a new floor laid. Walls were
replastered. All the work was voluntary except the drywalling. Tt took
two years to complete, including the repointing of the stonework,

The Church was next., Mr. Morgan advised Barney Fenske and William
Hepburn how to straighten the wall that was leaning out. Two windows
were uncovered on the morth end and all new windows installed. TInside,
wainscoting was uncovered and a new platform rebuilt. Both were oiled.
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Walls were drywalled and painted. WNew chimneys were also rebuilt on both
of the buildings. Mr. Morgan was unable to return to work on the church
so Barney Fenske, Wiliiam Hepburn, Alfred Wilson and Lorne Stainger did
411 the repcinting of the stonework. A mew porch was also rebuilt on the
church.

Both buildings were wired for electricity. Trees were planted in
hoth yards. The churchyard and cemetery were refenced and new gates hung.
The total cost of everything was $24000.00,

Others working on the buildings and grounds were Maurice McKen,

John Yuzik, Alfred Wilson, Bernard Blommaert, Bill Wiseman, Lorne Stainger,
Leslie Muir, Alvin Norman, Douglas Norman, Peter Stout, Colin Joyce, Jeff
Just, Lyle Just,” Tom Patterson, Doug Nickels, Jack Stout, Craig Burkell,
Robert Stout, Tom Wood, Bill McPhee, Don and Arlene Hepburn, Doris Hepburn,
Ivy Stout, Joyce Muir, Helen Norman, Jean McKen, Kathy Mickels, Denise
Stout, Jody Stout, Louise Joyce, Ann Yuzik, June Just and Gordon and James
MacKenzie.

Bill and Leouis Wiseman donated shingles for the church.

|

. . . And Reconstructed

Church Interior Being Gutted. . .
North window being uncovered.

New Shingles Barney Fenske & William Hepburn

The fallows who made the renovations possible.
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by Henry Chilman, the teacher at the stone Orkney School #97.
became the first president and later the only honorary president.

ORKNEY COMMUNITY CLUB

The Orkney Community Club was first organized in the late 1930's

He alsc
Due

to lost records the rest of the executive names are not available. .
The first official executive of 1940 were:

1969:

President -
Vice-President -

Malcolm Galbraith

Miss Katz

Secretary-Treasurer - Armien Martin

Membership fees were ten cents for one year.
club was to promote and organize social functions and to assist in the
needs of the school or community.
The last executive officers of the Orkney School club were in

President -
Vice-President -
Secretary-Treasurer
Reporter -

Persons who served on

Social Club.

Reporters to the Yorkton Enterprise:

ement Award.

President

Henry Chilman
Malcom Galbraith
Walter Patterson
Lawrence Fenske
Dick Gourley
August Gabert
Maurice McKen
John Streelasky
Leslie Muir
Gerald Grunert

Gerald Grunert
Alvin R. Norman
Ella Grunert
Helen Norman

The purpase of the

the Orkney Community Club and later the Orkney

Vice-President
Miss Ratz

Margaret Stainger

Agnes Just

Miss Homeniuk
Vera Bailey

Mr. Humm
Leslie Muir
Betty Harriscn
Alfred Grunert
August Gabert
Maurice McKen
John Streelasky
Wilfred Breehn
Lawrence Fenske
Alvin Norman

Secretary Treasurer

Armien Martin

Mrs, George Wilson
Lena Marushechka
Lawrence Fenske
Miss Theresa Gleason
Ellen McVey
Clifford Folster
Mrs. Ruth Gabert
Mrs., Maurice McKen
Mrs. E.J. Schab
Marjorie Streelasky
Roxy Tymoruski
Hermaine Breehn
Ann Yuzik

Ella Grunert

Betty Harrison

Roxy Tymoruski

Helen Norman

In 1960 the Orkney Community Club started the Orkney School Achiev-

The student with the highest scholastic marks was presented

with a watch worth $45.00 at the annual school pienic on the last day of

school.

1960
1961
1962
1963
1964

Dale Hoffman
Barbara Lange
Judy Pawliw

Donald Mckan
Audrey Norman

Students receiving the award were:

Maureen McKen
Curtis Grunert
Marjorie Norman
Randy Breehn
Susan Norman
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1965
1966
1967
1968
1969

1941

1942

1943

1943

1944

1945

1946

1947
1948
1949
: 1950
! 1951

1955

1956

1957
1958
1959

Throﬁgh The
Years

Forty school children (Orkney) attended for one week a summer

camp at Good Spirit Lake,

The Club helped to pay for a piano, Total cost of piano was

$76.50, Home and school club paid $52.50 and the club $24.00.
Membership. fees for the 0,C., Club were 15 cents for one vyear.

The Club helped with the war effort by sponsoring "Milk for

Britain" dances. Music by Donald McKen, Robert Canmon, Barney
Fenske, Dave Muir and Jean McVey was at no charge. Proceeds

sent to the Yorkton Rotary Club in Yorkton,

A dance to raise funds for the Red Cross was a 'flop". Orchestra

of the Bercher Bros., cost $3,00, Lunch was free. A joint meeting
between the Orkney Club and the St. Magrus School committee resulted
in the decision to hold dances at Orkney and socials at St, Magnus,
From the proceeds raised parcels would be sent to soldiers overseas,
Dance netted $33.00 and the social $88.50. Yorkton Retary Club
commended the Orkney Community Club for their donations on the local
radio station, The Club donated $25,00 to the H.M.C.S, Orkney

fund.

Mcecmbership fee raised to 25 cents. More dances., A sum of $12.00
was sent to Sweet Caporal Tobacco Company. One dollar bought three
hundred cigarettes, so $12,00 would buy cigarettes for 12 soldiers.
A tormado blew the roof off Humble Ferguson's house. The Club
sponsored a dance to raise money for his house and helped with the
building.

More money sent to Sweet Caporal Tobacco Company for cigarettes for
overseas soldiers.

Twenty-nine pen and pencil sets were purchased from P.J. Lewchulk,
the Orcadia storekeeper. These were presented to the returned
veterans, Total cost was $239,70.

Farewell social for P.J, Lewchuk family.

Membership fees up to 50 cents a vear.

The Club collected $128.00 for the Manitoba Flood Relief.

No dances, nec socials,

The Club decided to fold until the following year, however it
remained inactive wuntil 1955 when it re-organized.

The Orkney Community Club joined with the Grunert School District

to celebrate the Saskatchewan Jubilee (1905-1955),
hiuge success.

It was a
Donald James Grant Norman was the youngest at this
Son of Alvin and Helen Norman.
Total membership 22, A bridal shower
Money in bank $299.46.

celebration, a mere two weeks old,
Membership 30 cents a year,
held for Betty Harrison.
Membership now 26.

Lunch sold at Ed Liebrecht auction sale,

Donations to the Cancer and Red Cross, $5.00 each,
Fowl supper success,

McLachlan and
Fandrey playved for dance,




1560 -~

August Gabert presents a Gladstone Bag to Back Row (L to Rl: Mr. Smith, Bonnie Muir, Maureen
J. G. Stainger on his re_tirement as Postmaster McKen, Billy Wood, Carol Muir, Rodney Yuzik, Kathy
and Grainbuyer. Wood, Henry Hoffman, Pau! Hoffman.

1961 -
1962 -
1963 -

1964 -
1965 -

1966 -
1967 &
1968 -

1969 -

J.G, Stainger retired as postmaster and Wheat Pool agent. Presented Orkney Athletics &
with Gladstone Bag. The Orkney Community Club set up the Scholastic "

Student Award. The Club sponsored a social for F.W. Harrison's (] t 1: l t

70th hirthday. He was presented with a pipe and a half a pound of Ommunl y nvo vmen S

tobacco, Raffle of a trilight lamp was won by Beb Lange.

The Orkney School and Community was enthusiastically and competi-
tively involved iun sports and community programs for many vears, It
is with po difficulty that the students recall the fastball, baseball,
soccer and track and field events of the Orkney District. The regular
schedules iucluded St. Magnus, Windsor, Grunert, Fonehill, Springside,
Orcadia, Whitesand and Reaman Districts, School teams represented their
communities and schools with pride. The students were anxious and eager
to be a part of the country life that brought their parents and grand-
parents to this beautiful land,.

Orknev School had many students during the late thirties and early
forties. The church building was used as a second classroom to accomo-
date the large number of children, It was then that Orkney was undefeated
in sports and athletics,

Numerous famllv names come to mind ,.. Reid, Patterson, Dodds, Knoll,
Harrison, Stainger, Wilson, Muir, Garry, Just, Tytula, Steinke, Ferguson,
Schmuland, Fenske, Jovece, Halliday, McVev .... It seemed that Fonehill

School provided verv keen competition, particularly in fastball,

Stainger Retires Orcadia Instrumental & Vocal Group

Masquerade dance with the McLachlan Fandrey Orchestra.

Orkney Community Club name changed to Orknev Secial Club.

The Orkney Social Club sponsored the 50th Wedding Anniversary of
Mr., & Mrs. F.W, Harrison. Tt was held at the Orcadia School,

A six piece dimner set with a matching tea pot, cream and sugar,
was presented to the deserving couple. An anniversary cake was
baked by Mrs. Henry Hoffman and decorated by Helen Norman. Con-
gratulations sent to Mr. & Mrs, Lyle Just on the birth of twin
daughters, Pamela and Patricia.

A fire destroyed two barns belonging to Tom Wood. The Ciub donated
$100,00 and canvassed the community for a total of $1374.00. The
men helped to rebuild the barn while the women donated baking and
helped with the cooking and serving.

Membership fees still 50 cents a year!

The Orkney Social Club jolned the Orkney United Church Wemen in a
Jubilee celebration honouring the old timers.

Membership fees up to $1,001

Orkney School Ball Team

Standing (L. to R): Elmer Schmuland, Bill Wilsan, Herman Knoll, Frank McVey, Leslie Muir, Winston
Knoll, Ivan Martin Sitting (L fo R); Gecrge Dodds, Clifford Knoll.
Both years the Club and the Orkney School committee put on the

annual school picnic, Orkney Schoel provided the leadership and euthusiasm for other
Orkney School closes. The Orkney Social Club transfers $41,61 districts to hecome competitive, Alchough tracsporting teams to other
fo the Orcadia Recreational Board, ending thirty vears of community districts was a bit of a problem, a few cars were alwavs avallable and
caring. : parents were most anxious to assist. 0Of course, ponies were always

avalilable and were often used,
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The annual picnics provided the opportunity to have the annual
tournaments, These activities were a pleasure for all who participated.
The five-cent ice cream cones seemed to be so costly, but with cautious
saving and spending, they were enjoyed by every family present.

Orcadia Sports Day — 1907
This photograph was taken at the Orcadia Sports Day in 1907. The two young girls on the left are unidentified, The athers
in the group from the left; Miss Dodge, ?, 7, John Knoll, Mamie Reid, Edith Fleck, 7, ?, Bertha Fleck, Edith Grunert, Jessie
McKen, 7, Mr. Mann, Jim Rousay and Bob McKen.

Ball Game at Alf Gaberts — 19356

Johnny Grunert’s ‘Elephants’ shellacked the ‘'Wid Gabert Tigers’ 11 to 8. Lineup for the ELEPHANTS: George Stainger
{Short Stop), Wesley Norman (Pitcher}, George Witson {Catcher), Henry Chillman {1st Base}, Alvin Norman {2nd Base), Willie
Cannon (3rd Base!l, Barney Fenske (Right Field}, Sidney Harrison {Centre Field), Reg Harrison (Left Field}, For the TIGERS:
Henry Gabert {Short Ston), Rolly Gabert {Pitcher}, August Gabert {Catcher), Danny Gabert [1st Base), Randolfh Gabert {2nd
Base), Bert Gabert {3rd Base}, Bill Nehring {Right Field}, Willie Fandrey {Centre Field), Fred Nehring {Left Field}.

Films and Christmas Concerts brought the people together as well.
One can hardly forget Mr, F. Draper and his representation of the Wheat
Pool. The communities came together and enjeoyed the programs, coeffee and
lunch. Although these activities have disappeared, the memories linger
on. It is with pleasure that we can relate to the district of Orkney with
the obiectives of the future in mind,
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ged

QOrcadia Picnic June, 1910

Identified by numbers: 1) Mrs, Robert McKen 2} Ellen {McKen} Lewis 3) Jessie Jen {McKen} Cannon 4} Robert McKen Sr.
5} Charles McKen Jr. 6) Robert McKen Jr. 7} William McKen B) Nellie McKen 9) Mary McKen 10) Jessie (McKen} Benjamin
11) Grandma McKen 12} Kate Haliday 13} August Grunert 14) Mrs. Robert Rousay 15) Dan Garry 16} Frank Garry 17} Miss
MacKenzie (Teachert 18) John Ferguson 19} Jack Maxwell 20) Grandma Garry 21) Grandpa Garry 22)John McKenna
231 Humble Farguson 24} George Seattar 25) Bernard Whitman 28) Williem Reid 27} Robert Rousay Jr. 28) Robert Reid
29) John F. Feid 301 Mrs. Willlam Wiseman Sr. 31) James Rousay 32) William Ferguson 33) Mrs. James L. Dodge
34i Jemes L. Dodge 35) Tom Tullis 36) Susan Reid 37} Peter Rousay 38) Bella Rousay 393) Dolly Patterson 40) Betsy Jean
Patterson 41) Cellia Martenie 42) Mrs, John Innis 43) Hazel Dodgs 44] Gordon Dodge 45) Carl Dodge 46) Rev. Dave
Robertson 47] John Innis Jr. 48} Margaret Wiseman 49} James Reid 50} Fiorence Dodge 51) Fred Hall 52) ida Reid
531 Olive Dodge 54! Alice Dodge b5) Bella Ferguson 568) Frank Patterson 57} Benny Martinie £8) Frances Dodds (Seater)
859) Caroline Seatter (Rennie}. The remainder are unidentified.

Orcadia-Springside Hockey Team
Back Row (L to R} August Gabert - Coach, Alton Knoll, Robert Lange, Eddie Miiller, John Shumay, Alfred Bort, Henry
Bort, Harvey Effa, Lyle Davies Front Row (L to R): Fred Evans, Earl Knoll, Clitfford Knoll, Alven Nygren, Nick Shumay,
Mike Spilchen, Wilson Nisl,




Football Squad
Back Row (L to Ri: Gearge (Red) Seatter, Bob McKen, Bill Ferguson, Bill Bagyg,
J. G. Stainger Front ARow L to R). Bill McKen, Jim Dodge, Clarenge Whitely,
Donaid McKen.

Ribbon from 1914
Sports Day

Orcadia Fastball Club — Early 1970's

Back Row (L to R): Paul Spilchen, Bob Lange, Brian Wood,
Andy Beblow, George Knaiz, Allan Beblow Front Row
fL to R); Henry Spilchen, Larry Trost, Bill Yaremkg, Craig
Grunert.

The teaching staff was carefully selected and we recall a few names,
specifically: Tripp, Larmar , Chilman, Galbraithe, Douglas, Evanishen,
Railey ...,. Teaching, through professional instruction, was only part of
the total responsibilities. Coaching, planning and organization were also
important aspects of the roles undertaken by the teacher., These were much
appreciated by the students and parents.

Orkney was a proud scheool, not only in educational and academic
endeavours, but in most community activities. The senior softball team,
with Wesley Norman as the kev left-handed pitcher, kept the school team
performing at a top-uotch level, The competition was great,

It is with pleasure, and a note of melancholy, that we take time to
recall the past of this family community.
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Those Who Served

HEY whom this scroll commemorates
were numbered among those who,
at the call of King and Country, left all
that was dear to them, endured hardness,
faced danger, and finally passed out of
| the sight of men by the path of duty
and self-sacrifice, giving up their own
lives that others might live in freedom.
Let those who come after see to it

that their names be not forgotten.




BOER WAR

Malcolm Clouston
James Sincladir
Wm, McKen

John Gunn

THE RIEL REBELLION

Robert McKen
Wm. McKen

J. 5. Stainger
James Hepburn

Alfred Wilson
Jim Hallidav
Fred Harrison
Jock Rennie

tnrclled May 1885 in the Yorkton Home Guard, under the Command of Major Watson 5
James Armstrong Robert Barvin J.M.E. Neiley - - . . 4
J.G. Bryant Williem P. Hopkins George Partrage James Sinclair Malcom Clouston
Frank Bull Roland Hoplkins John F. Reid ’
H. Boak John King William Reid K
Edward Boak H.J. Langstaff Danial Reid
! Norman Beak All, Langstaff William Reikie ¥
i James Bolton W, H., Millex John Stevinson
; Ambler Bolton William Miller Joseph Sanderson
i John Cadzaw William Merrideth George Seatter
; Alf Cele Robert Mason Edward Slanton E
F. Covtifson W.R, Moore Charles H. Smith 7
Joseph L. Caldwell Robert Moore Robert Sinclair ’3
J. Cluceies Robert Maddaford James Sinclair ‘?
William Digby Cosmo J. MacFarline William Thos. Smith -
John Duglass Hugh McConell J.D. Stevenson J
David Dunsmore C. McCollem ' J.S. Tvdd
Gecrge Evens D. McKacheren John Regnol Tullock ;
G.J. Cmerson John McKacheren John Tracy .
Gecrge Gardner Arch McKacheren John Wellebry Archie Joyce John Maxwell Robert McKen Jr.
Thos. H. Garry George Newlove Thos. Waterfield
David Webb
WORLD WAR I ;
John Reid Rebert Rousaw
John Maxwell David Folster i

Jock Stout
Robert Schollie
James Cannon

Archic Jovee
George Seatter
John Gunn

John M. Reid J. G. Stainger

William McKen Jr.

B o
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Harold Breehn
Otto Breehn
William Canncn
George Dodds
Isabel Ferguscn
William Ferguson
Robert Ferguson
Lloyd Garry
Malcolm Galbraith
Fred Harrison
Reg Harrison
Herb Harrison
ALf Just

Art Larmour
Irving Just
Tommy Hall

Tom Moir

George Seatter

WORLD WAR II

Frank Moir
Frank McVey
Howard F. Norman
Alvin R. Norman
James Patterson
John Patterson
Dan Patterson
Ivan Patrick
James Reid
George Stainger
Elmer Schmuland
George Wilson
Alf, Wilson

Wm., Wilson

John Miller
Robert Miller
John Jones
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Bob Schollie

Robert Hepburn
Peter Stcut
Roy Steinke
Fred Steinke
Eric Draper
Sandy Maxwell
Bill Tvtula

Korean War

Ronald Muir
Elizabeth Harrison
Roger Folster
Lorne Stainger
Duncan Rousay

Harold Breehn

George Dodds

Bob Ferguson

Otto Breehn

Eric Draper

Isabel Ferguson
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Bill Ferguson

Lioyd Gérry




)

Tom Hail Herbert Harrison

Tom Moir Robert Miller John Miller

Robert Hepburn John H. Jones Alvin R. Norman Howard F. Norman Dan Patterson

: _ ) _ . |
Frank McVey Sandy Maxwell Ronald Muir James H. Patterscn John Patterson James F. $. Reid |
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Family Histories

THE REID FAMILY

The Beginning

The Reild family originated from Eday, Orknev Island, Scotland. We
shall begin with ROBERT Reid, the son of ROBERT Reid and BETSY LOUTITT.

REobert married CHARLOTTE STEVENSON on February 5, 1852. This union
was blessed with five children.

ANN - July 28, 1852

ROBERT LOUTITT - February 5, 1858

JOHN FLAWS - June 30, 1860

JAMES GARRIOCH - October 24, 1866

WILLIAM STEVENSON - June 21, 1871

Peter R. Stout

Roy Steinke

William Tytula Alfred Wilson George Wilson

Back Row (L ta RJ: Charlotte Stevenson Reid, James Reid, John F. Reid
Front: William Reid

Ann, Robert and John F. were bern at Sandsend, while James and William
at Windywall, Eday, Orknev.

In 1875 Charlotte became & widow when Robert died due to a farm accident,
He was only fortv-eight vears old. Charlotte and her family were deposed
by the Laird and had to move in with relatives., Inspite of evervthing
all the family had received their education at South School, Eday.

In 1876, daughter Ann married MATTHEW FISHER PEACE, a neighbouring
farmer's son. Robert acquired work locally and John F. went to Edinburgh,
Scotland where for two yvears he apprenticed as a cabinet maker. It was

Do William Wilson here he read phamplets advocating free homesteads in the Canadian North-
5 west,
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“Go West - Young Man”

J. F. Reid - 1882

In April 1882, John F. left his mother, Charlotte Stevenson Reid and
three brothers at Windywall, Eday and took the "Orcadia’ to Kirkwall,

The Orcadia was a small boat that transported passengers, mail and freight
amongst the smzll islands. From Kirkwall he travelled to Glasgow where
he booked a passage on the ship "Manitoban'. His ticket was #640,

cabin #30 and the destination was for Winnipeg, Canada.

The crossing was slow, rough and stormy, In the Gulf of St, Lawrence
the Manitoban was held up for several days by icebergs before it docked
at Quebec. From here he travelled by train to Winnipeg. By now all he
had left were two sovereigns, about five dollars and sixty cents. He
travelled from Winnipeg to Brandon and then on to Whitewcod, walking or
catching rides with settlers. However from Whitewood he walked all the
way to York Colony, Assiniboia, North West Territories. All it consisted
of was one building and a group of tents. Joel Reaman operated a store,
post office and a land titles office, in that one building. This was to
become Yorkton, Saskatchewan.

It was Mav 1882 and spring! John F, explored the surrounding area
around York Colony, looking for a prospective homestead with a good building
site. Finally, he found it, a small hill with a good back drop of trees
to the morth, a gentle slope to the south, down to a tree lined ravine
with a running creek. The land te the west was quite open and would be
easy to break.

Marking the area, he returned to Winnipeg, wrote his mother and
brothers about his find and advising them to emigrate as soon as possible.
He obtained work at Portage la Prairie, Manitoba, for the rest of the
summer and winter.

Early in the spring of 1883, John F. returned to York Coleny,
bringing a voke of oxen, a plough and a cow, the first in the area,

He hauled out some logs and built a cabin. It had a pole roof that was
covered with sod and slough hay. He next broke up a few acres of land.
After this he made preparaticns and waited for the arrival of his mother
Charlotte, brothers Robert, James, William and ccusins, the Fergus brothers
George, William, James and Dave.
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Charloite’s Journey

Tn Mayv 1883, Charlotte Stevenson Reld and sons Robert, James and
itlliam lefs Edav and boarded the $,5, Westorian, They were accompanied
hv the Fergus brothers George, William, James and David M. They all were
bﬁund for York Colonv, Assiniboia, North West Territories, Canada. {(This

:q to later become Yorkton, Saskatchewan.) It was here at York Colony
snat John ¥, Reid was walting for them.

Thev arrived at Point Levi, (Quebec on May 28, 1883, Their possessions
were loaded and their long journev by train, destination Winnipeg, started.
frem Winnipeg theyv took another train to Brandon, Manitoba. Here they
purchased their outfits. Wagons, $65.00 each; vyoke of oxen $190.00 each
team; harness $14.00 eachy a cow $95.00 each,

Other small equipment was purchaged from a dealer named Evans,

Groceries and other household articles were obtained from a firm
with the unusual handle of "Bundle, Mundle and Porter". All this was
loaded on a train and shipped to Whitewood, ¥,W.T, At Whitewood the
wagons were loaded, oxen hitched, cows tied behind the wagons and so
hegan the long trek, 30 miles, to York Colony,

Covered Wagon & Oxen
In The New Land

The spring of 1883 was very wet, Everv duck pond, slough and streams
like the Qu'Appelle and Whitesand, rushing torrents. The water level was
high so crossings were slow and time consuming, Getting stuck in the bog
and sticky mud on ummarked trails was bad enough, however very little was
known by anvone in this group about driving oxen and less vet about navi-
gating the heavy loaded wagons down steep hills, What they did tc keep
the wagons from rolling down too fast was tc tie ropes to the back axle
and every available person hung onto these ropes for dear life as the
wagons slowlv inched down to the bottem. The oxen also deterred the
wagon's swift decent, however if the ropes were not used the oxen couldn't
have held the loaded wagons back without causing a serious accident. Each
wagon was Inched down in this manner and this was done on several hills
before a passing rider informed them what to do, "ground lock" the back
wheels with a logging chain., They felt the Tord was with them, as they
could have suffered vervy serious injuries.

To add to their problems, young William Reid came down with a "splendid”
case of measles. He had to be tied on the wagon to keep from falling off
and becoming lost. Every morning after being in a warm tent all night the
rash would have really come out and he would virtually look like a "Redskin'.

At last thev arrived at York Colony and camped for the night as their
oxen and cows needed rest. They alse replenished some of their supplies,
It was here that James Fergus dusted off his bagpipes and proceeded to
cntertain the residents, The mellow skirl of the pipes brought tears to
the eyes of many as thev remembered their families and their beloved home-
land. It was here that John ¥, met his mother, brothers and cousins,
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Homesteads

The next day, June 14, 1883, after their arrival at York Colonv,
the group obtained their homesteads and pre—emptions through the York
Farmer's Colonization Company. Some more supplies were purchased at
Joel Reaman's store after which the entire party journeved abour six
and a half miles west of York Colony tent village to the homestead of
John F. Reid. They made it their home while building their own dwellings
and breaking up land, preparing it for next spring's seeding.
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The Reid Family obtained homesteads

James Armstrong of the York ¥armer's Colonization Company hired
John F. to build a grist mill in York Celonmy. It wasn't finished until
1886 and John F. became it's first miller. The grinding stone was brought
in by oxen from Broadview, N.W.T. Mr, Armstrong wanted the colony to he
self-sufficient as soon as possible, he also started a sawmill and brick-
vard.

Y

Jarnes Armstrong hired John F. Reid to build this Grist Mill in York Colony

In the fall of 1883, York Colony held a small fair, Mr. Armstrong
encouraged the new settlers to meet, exchange ideas and Jjust plain good
visiting after their hard work and loneliness on the homesteads. They
exhibited their prized yoke of oxen, the "breaking power' of the time
and one team of horses, This visit of these settlers proved so beneficial
that they all agreed to hold a bigger and better fair the next fall.
This was the beginning of the Fall TFairs and the future Yorkton Fair and
Exhibition. John F. and N.H, Neilson helped to organize this "fair™.

In October 1886, the first official fair under the auspices of the
Yorkton Agricultural Society took place, John F. was one of the first
official directors, as well as Dan Garry and N.H. Neilson. In 1897 and

78

1598 John ¥, served as president of this organization and continued this
in o untll his death din 1943,

i of 1853 Charlotte with sons Robert and William staved

- id, looking after the stock while John F. and James went
Adinnipes, where they got dobs to earn much needed monev, John F.

wonth driving a van. They returned in the spring of 1884, with seed,
ore equipment . They planted their prepared land, their
sb wheat was eirther Red Fife or White Fife, which originally had been
sreousht from Ontario. Qats was called "Black Oats'.

Towen were used to till the soil after the grain was scattered by
id into tie roughly worked soil. Seed was carried in a bag slung over
tne shoulder. During very hot weather, working with oxen often proved
very futile as these strong stubbern animals would at times head for the
ncn%est slovgh, taking plough and driver with them. Flies added to their
mad conduct. Many a man was driven to tears with frustration and also
devaloped language that would make hair grow on bald heads.

ldes and

Sowing Grain
By Hand

In Octeber 1884, two more families arrived from Edav, Orkney.
Charlotte's only daughter Ann, with husband Matthew Peace and sons, John,
Matthew Jr. and Robert as well as close relatives, the Robert Sinclair Sr.
family. Thev took homesteads and then all moved in with thée Reids. That
winter they hauled logs and helped each cther with the building of dwell-
ings. The vounger members hunted and trapped while the women sewed, knit
and visited, catching up on home news,

See the Matthew Peace and Robert Sinclair histories,

The Riel Rebellion

In the spring of 1885, due to the Riel Rebellion, there wasn't
much accomplished on the homesteads. John F, was amongst the first of
the Orkney hemesteaders to jein the Homeguard, under command of Major
Watson. Fourtcen vear old William was very persuasive and was allowed
to join, becoming the voungest person of this sixty-three member corp.
H¥ig daughter, Mrs. Charlotte Hess of Vancouver has his medal of service
with this Homeguard,

John F. proved a courageous and valuable member of the Homeguard
when Sergeant Wilburv and he entered the camp of Chief Little Bones on
Cussed Creek and convinced the Chief to go back to the reservation. The
band was given food as this was the reason for the raids on the settlers
homes and cattle. This encampment had a total of over one hundred Indians
while the Homeguard numbered only twenty-three,
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Through The Years
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) “ Tn 1886, John ¥F. married IDA ESTELLA RAER RENDALL FERGUS, widow of
//2, /// L , it william Seatter Fergus (see William Rendall history).
G ’ ,l/ - L s ;. ’. r 3 “ . . 3 . g
A R TN "{Y%d In 1887, John F. was a founding member of the Crkney Protestant
', gehool #97. Tt was later named Orkney Scheol #97, It was the first
LA 3 S, . . .
________ {_54_--_____._--,“_91' srhool estabiished in York Colony June 2, 1887. Te served as a trustee
and chairmaa on this school board for over thirty years
- //’- : In 1890, the Orknev community made plans to build a church. John F. p
R 770 72 2 s N )
was the original founder of the Orkney Presbvterian Church, He served ‘
o / o an the first church board and building committee of 1893-1894 with the
lonestad o L church being dedicated June 10, 18%4. He served on the church board for
over forty vears,
%‘{ 1. What is your name In full, nge and Port Gies aldrasa ¥ In 1899, John F. was hired by the district of Yorkton a8 an inSpeCtOr
§\\ ’ of reads, culverts, bridges and wells. He was trusted to give an honest
¢ Srltint ot by v Heallon 7 1t - .. .. . .
&l AT R ey o meantlemtion T Al natar ) estimate, opinion and do a thorough job. He was paid $316.82 a year for
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\{ 3. Whal Ik your trade, profesalon ar calllug 7
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a\ roafdanes upon this hnmmtrm! nud 10r whnl portlon
I of each rerr alnce Uiab date baye tiey 1eslded npon 14 *
"\\ s AT
N ‘
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17 rmt iyy Aav s . |
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S Jimmanintil oadh oot sthco delaor pericouiig (L et . . fda Estella Rae Rendall Fergus
V' -
¢ e e In 1900, John F. built a large frame log house. It had five bed-
L
Y rooms upstairs and a large parlor, kitchen and another bedroom downstairs.
W tie mizs of Four iotiae, nni LR pres fne AR AR AT . . P i
{5 Wnk i e piE oo e il bt 1l osent onsh value Son, John Munro Reid, recalled how he played with the square—tapered, no
| 55, What axtost of fonciug hore you minde, and what fs the prosest head nails at the time when the house was built,
<anly YAluo AL - - - T -
| L . forod 7 This home was called the “"Norseman Home", Tt was alwavs open to
i e oA sead At ; . e ] - . . . .
| 1. Whal olhise futiEiogs Wave you ertoted 7 Whalothar (wprove: | S < S friends, neighbours and travellers, summer and winter. Especially in K
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| sernnt PR winters when settlers were going to Yorkton, even though thev cut across :
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Trinre vl i Ot aktive | bt e be stabled and the persons would be invited to share supper with the !
! Reid's. Tater, beds would be made up and they would stav for the night,
; e e, SR ek bocauas o 1o 3277 ¥ F€ vy whon aud Next morning, after breakfast. the settlers would continue on to Yorktom.
| When the temperatures would hover around 30 to 40 degrees below and the
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John F. Reid's homestead papers. these stop-overs.
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The John F. & Ilda Reid Family

Back Row (L to R): Robert, John F. Reid, Mary Alice, John, Ida Reid
Front: Susie ang Margaret (Peggy).

On August 20, 1901, Rev. William Stevenson Reid married ALICE MARCARET

TRAILL RENDALL, a sister of Mrs. John F, Reid and daughter of William Rendall.

See William Rendall history.

As more settlers settled the Orkney area, more land was put into grain
crops. These farmers were at the mercy of the grain companies, price wise,
Tt was felt that the farmers needed an organization that would help to
control these unfair pricings and marketing of their product. In 1902
the Orcadia Grain CGrowers were formed with John F. as a director. Later
this organization would join the Saskatchewan Grain Growers and then
become the United Grain Growers, John F. served as delegate, director
and finally second vice-president cof the United Grain Growers.

On Februarv 1903, the Yorkton Draught Horsebreeders Association
elected officers. John F. was elected vice-president along with directors
Robert Sinclair and Robert Rousay. This was to promcte the improvement
of horseflesh in the Orkney District,

In 1903, Robert Loutitt Reid married MARY SARAH MASONCHUK, daughter
of George Masonchuk of Tansinger, N,W.T, See Robert Reid history,

In 1904, John F. helped to circulate a petition for a post office
in the new hamlet of (Orcadia. He was also one of the group who named
the hamlet "Orcadia", after the bhoat §,8. Orcadia, that delivered mail,
freight and passengers amongst the Crknev Islands.

John F. served as a board member of the Queen Victoria Hospital.

It was built in 1904. Today this building is used as an apartment building.

On June 6, 1905, Charlotte Stevenson Reid passed awav at the home of
her eldest son Robert at Pelican Lake, Assiniboia, N,W.T. John F. made
her casket, brought her home fe be buried from the Orkney Presbyterian
Church. The service was conducted by Rev. Mr, Simpson and assisted by
Rev. Henderson. She was buried in the cemetery behind the church. On
her tombstone, her last name is recorded as "Stephenson'. instead of
Stevenson. The reason is unknown.
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This lady unknowningly left a big legacv to her adopted country,

i Family thet built a community, a church, school and gave unstintingly
oo rients and physical strength, Two sons as ministers, James a
rebyterion and William 5. a Methodist and later a United Church clergv.

from the foundations he 1aid in his community to the services
e yendered as a member of Parliament, to an overseas ambassador and many
other organizations that benefited past and present generations, )
Tn August 1905, Rev., W.S. Reid and John ¥. travelled to Portland,
Oregon to visit the Clark and Lewils Exposition., While there they hoped
to view the total eclipse of the sun,
John F. raised good stock and was a geood farmer, Besides serving
on the Local Improvement District Board he was appointed a Justice of the
Peace for the Orkney District in 1906,

ac age

The any facets of John F. Reid

o et

The community held basket socials, dances, ball games and finally a
Feotball Asscociation was organized with John F. as it's Honmorary President.

- This league had four teams, Beaverdale, Orcadia, Springside and Willowbrook.

Thore certainly were some great games, plus a lot of bruised bhones,

Rav. James Garrioch Reid married MARY JEANETTE WILLIAMS of Ottawa on
April 18, 1906. See the James Reid history,

In 1908, the Riel Rebellion veterans, the Homeguard, held their first
reunion. John F. in his speech said he wasn't only a pioneer but a veteran
as he had served as & sergeant in the Homeguard, He had his trials and
trcubles but was not sorry he stayed with the country. His only regret
wag that there were no pioneer ladies present, as they had also donme their
part during the rebellion and of building up the west,

In 1910, Thomas Paul formed a company of the Imperial Veteran's Assoc,
of Canada, Yorkton Branch. John F, Reid, Yorktoen Company of Infantrv
of the Northwest Rebellion (1885) was enrolled. Jas. Sinclair who served
with the 1st Battalion C.M. Rifles in 1900, 1901 was another member added
to this group,

In 1911 the Yorkton Rural Telephone Companv held a meeting in Yorkton.
Rural representatives were elected and organized into circuits often to
a8 unit. John F. was elected to represent the Orkney area, John F. re-
Presented the Orkney District on the Local Improvement District committee
from 1907. When these districts became municipalities, he was elected
to the first Rural Municipality of Orkney #244 in 1913. The new council
selected the name Orkney over York., Its very easv to understand why as
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most of the ccocuncil were of Scottish origin and alsc from the Orkney Dis-—
trict. Members of this.first R.M. of Orkney #244 were a Reeve and a
counciller for each division.

Reeve - Robert Rousay

Deputy Reeve - J. Williams, Division 1
Secretary-Treasurer — Jas. B. Swallow, Division 2
Councillors - T.A, Waterfield, Division 3

- T.H. Garry, Division 4

~ Dan Hoffman, Division 5
- John F. Reid, Division 6
- Geo. Fernie, Division 7

In 1917, John F. was elected a member for MacKenzie Constituency
as a Union Govermment candidate, defeating George W, McPhee ¥,(C,A, Liberal
by a majority of 1379. He held this seat from to 1917 to 1921. While he
served as M,P. for the MacKenzie Constituency he donated the MacKenzie
Cup to the Yorkton Agriculture Society to ge to a class for Purebred
Cattle, beef type consisting of one bull and two females. This cup to be
won three times by an exhibitor, then it becomes his property. In 1921
Mr. J.W. Large of Springside became the proud owner of the MacKenzie Cup,

MacKenzie Cup

Donated by John F. Reid,
member of parliament for the
MacKenzie Constituency 1917-1921.

In 1922, John F, was defeated so at this time he had another cup
donated in the same class, the J.F, Reid Trophy. It was won by 3. Arbuckle
of Lemburg, Sask,

In 1924, John F, was a member of the Canmadian Council of Agriculture.

He gave lectures at the Wembly Exhibition in London, England and in Scotland,

promoting the merits of settling in the New West,

The Wheat Pool Association first came inteo being on June 10, 1924,
John F. was one of the first contract signers of the new Saskatchewan
Wheat Pool. He still served on the United Grain Growers Association,
being a member since 1912, Tn 1930, he was elected to the pogition of
second vice-president, These organizations helped to unite the farmers,
to erect elevators, form committees and elect representatives to local
and federal governments, marketing boards and the Canadian Wheat Board.

A beautiful cone shaped stone cairn, located on Memorial Boulevard
on Darlington Street in Yorkton was unveiled on July 17, 1933 by Sirx
Frederick Haultain, 4in honour of Yorkton pioneers. Memorials are generally
erected to the dead, Yorkton's cairn was erected "in honor" of both the
living and the dead "who in the early ecighties of the nineteenth century
endured privations of pioneer life and founded homes hereabout™. A welcome
to the pioneers from the Yorkton and District Board cof Trade was given by
John F. Reid, with the reply by Thos. H, Garry, Sir Haultain gave his
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address, in it he mentioned that he was glad that the cairn had not becn
dedicated to any particular class but rather te the men and women who

had made homes hereabouts, No matter how much we may owe to the ploncer
farmer, we may owe a debt of gratitude to the pioneer townfolk who helped
establish trade and give the farmer a market fer his produce. The twe go
hand in hand. After all, we should be a united people with no differences
between us, but all pulling for the same goal, So marked Yorkton's Golden
Jubilee and Free Fair,

In 1936, the "Young People of Orkney" Club was formed with John F.
as honorary president.

John F. continued to operate his farm but with the assistance from
his sons, Robert Loutitt and John Munro. He was recognized by all when-
ever he'd go into Yorkton and walk down the street, This stately gentle-
man with his Scottish burr surveved the town and country places that he
helped to develep and grow, his "ayn homeland".

JOHN ¥, REID died in July 1943 and is buried in that small peaceful
cemetery behind the Orkney United Church. He is in company with many of
his countrymen and friends who helped with the building of the Orkney
Presbyterian Church and the Orkmney School #97.

Surviving John F.and Ida Estella Reid is their last daughter, IDA
ESTELLA RENDALL REID MARKHAM, who is a guest of the Yorkton and District
Xursing Home.

John F. Reid, Orkney's first pioneer settler, left a big legacy to
all who came after him. He always said, '"To Thine Ownsel{ Be True', a
policvy he lived by until his passing,

John F. Reid

Member of parliament for the
MacKenzie Constituency 1917-1921,
a member executive of the S.G.G.A.,
a director of the Grain Growers” Grain
Co., and one of the best trusted men
in public life among the farmers,
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The Family

JOHN FLAWS Reid married IDA ESTELLA RAE RIENDALL FERGUS, widow of
William Seatter Fergus, in 1886 at York Colonv. The marriage was por-
formed by the Rev. Mr. Cooper, a Church of England minister.

Ida was the first daughter and child of Willifiam Rendall and Margaret
S. Foubister and was born on April 18, 1862 at Kirkwall, Orknev, Scotland.
The name '"Rae' was added to her other names because of her father's good
friend, Dr. John Rae. He was the doctor and Arctic explorer who used
to visit and stav at their home,

Ida's father was a cabinet maker by trade and had his own business.
They lived in a six roem, two storey house on the Avre, Kirkwall and
adjacent to the Peerie Sea. There was a fireplace in each rcom and
English coal was used for fuel, Coal was alse used in the large kitchen
stove. This house alsc boasted the convenience of hot and cold water
and a toilet. In each bedroom was a double washstand on which were twa
large basins, two scap dishes and two water pitchers.

On September 25, 1884, she boarded the §.5, Polynesian, ticket no.
11 and the destination was Whitewood, N,W.T. She arrived October 5,
and married William S. Fergus on October 8, 1884. William died of
tuberculosis in August 1885 at Whitewcod, N.W.T. and was buried there,
There were no children,

It must have been very traumatic for Tda to experience so much in
such a short time. The living conditions were so different, but she
prevailed, a true pioneer.

The Four Daughters of John F. & Ida Reid

Back Center: Susie Fergus Center (L to R): Margaret (Peggy}
Foubistar, Mary Allice Rendall Front: Ida Estalla Rendall.

MARY ALICE RENDALL Reid (Mamie) was the first girl born in the Orkney
settlement. She attended both the Orkney log and stone schools, Mamie
often menticned the Indians going past the school, on their ponies and
travois, Sometimes thev would camp in the ravine to the east of the
school and the school children would gaze at them with curicsity., Mamie
was an excellent cook and baker and won many prizes with her entries at
the Yorkton Fair. She never married, but helped teo raise her sister
Susie's children. She also then kept house for her father when her mother

i F. Reid & ; passed away in 1925, After her father's death in 1943, she remained on
‘ Back Row (L ¢t :ftaw' 3 ﬁagﬁy Susie & Joh the home farm, keeping house for her brother, Bob, She passed away in

. ack Row o A Willlam, Margaret, Robert, Susie ohn Lo P e . N . . .
| Frant: |da, John £, Ida {mother), Mamie & James {on ground!. 1964 and is buried beside her parents and sister in the Orkney Cemetery.

r - . . , . ROBERT (Bob) also attended both the log and stone Orknmev schools,
John F. and Ida had a family of eight, all born at home and delivered fie remembered using the slate and slate pencil, also playing Indians and

by Ida's aunt, sister of her father, Mary Rendall Fergus, mother of the tving the teacher to the flag pole. Bob took a two vear agricultural

| ' Fergus brothers. tourse at the University of Saskatchewan in Saskatoon. This was taken

} The family consisted of:

only during the winter months.

| MARY ALICE RENDALL REID JOHEN MUNRO REID He told we that he remember?d the day that he'was born, April 2?,
‘3 ROBERT LOUTITT REID (BOB) WILL.IAM RENDALL REID (BILL) 1858. Granny ¥Fergus delivered him at Fwanty—one minutes to eleven{ just
! MARGARET FOUBISTER REID (PEGGY) IDA ESTELLA RENDALI REID before noon. She carried him to the window and as he looked out, it

SUSIE FERGUS REID JAMES FERGUS STEVENSOX REID (JIMMY) was 'snowing'.  Some talell




He teok over the family farm, carrving on with the Purebred Yorkshire
Pigs and grain. Bob's father, John F. was advertising Purebred stock in
the Yorkton Enterprise in 1911,

Bob served for years oan the Orkney School #97 Schocl Board. He was
teased about liking all those ''mice school marms", but he never married
any of them. He belonged to the Saskatchewan Wheat Pool and the Orkney
Community Club. He loved to dance, was a good dancer and was a floor
manager for many local dances. At one time Charlie Bull, Ernie Tamson

and Bob ran the oldtime dances at the City Hall on Third Avenue in Yorkton.

In the late 1940's Bob rented his farm to his nephews, Alvin and
Wesley Norman. He enjoyed his leisure time by driving around the comm-
unity in his gray Ford car and visiting with pecple as they worked on
their land. Sometimes they didn't have time to stop so he'd scratch his
head and say, "By golly, they sure are in a hurry!"

In 1961 he bought & home in Yorkton and retired there along with his
sister, Mamie.

He suffered a stroke and died in 1965, He's buried in the Orkney
Cemetery beside his parents, sisters and grandfather, Willlam Rendall.

Robert L. Reid with his Model 49 Chev.

MARGARET (Peggy) took all her primary education at Orkney #97.

She sang in the choir of the Orkney Presbyterian Church. The ministers
always came to the Reid home. Peggy became good friends with Mrs, Mahon,
the minister's wife. Peggy was also a friend of Mrs. F.R. Knight, the
Orcadia postmaster's wife. Peggy went to Winnipeg where she toock a
dressmaker's course.

In 1917, she married HERBERT E. THOMAS, They made their home in
Yorkton where Herb worked as a salesman for MacDonald's Consolidated.

Peggy was an excellent cook and baker. She was a great knitter, her
knitted doilies won many first ribbons and anyonme cwning one is indeed
lucky.

They had a family of two, a son JOHY LOUIS and a daughter IDELLA
MARGARET. John Louis died of Diptheria on his birthday, at the age of
seven. It was a loss they never recovered from, Idella Margaret finished
her schooling, business college and then worked at C,J.G.X., Croll's and
Canada Manpower,
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Tdella is an accomplished pianist and singer. The Thomas home was
alwavs a place of welcome, where friends enjoved the piano plaviag, singing
A ﬁuch laughter.

Tdella married JACK TLARGE In 1954, He passed away In 1975.

Idella marricd FARLE PARK, October 24, 1987. Thev reside in Yorkron
where they both arve active in many organizations.

lterb died in 1960 and Peggy in 1965. Both are buried beside their
"John Louis'" in the Yorktonm City Cemetery,

SUSTE FERGUS Reid was born at home, delivered by Crannv Fergus.

She attended COrkney School, received her primarv education there. She
loved school, teock part in entering her school work at the Yorkton Exhib-
ition, winning prizes.- She also entered and won for her flower and veg-
etable samples. When the school or church had put on picnics or socials,
Susic helped to corganize and run different functions, In 1912, she married
Frederick Stafford Norman. In 1920, she died of T.B, and is buried in the
Orkney Cemeterv. See Norman history.

JOHN MUNRO Reid finished his education at Orkney School #97 and then
farmed with his father and brothers Bob and Bill. During World War 1,
bhe served in the Army. He never got overseas due to a leg injurv. On his
return he bought the land N.W. and N.E. of Sec.30-26~4 from his brother
Bob. It had to be cleared of bush so he had hired men help him. It took
several years but once cleared, his crops were good and the farm pros-
pered. One of his hired men was called Hungarian George. George liked
the fried bologna and potatoes that John served his men. Another, a
young lad from a broken home was brought out to the farm to keep him
from going to a reform school., He grew up on the farm, married and ran
a business of his own. Because John Reid cared, Fred Parker got the
chance to turn out right. John never married. He retired in Yorkton,
living with his widowed sister Ida Markham, until his death in 1960.

He is buried in the "soldier's plot" at the Yorkton Cemetervy.

John M. Reid




William Stevenson Reid
WILLIAM (Bill) received his education in the Orkney School #97.

He then farmed with his father and brothers Robert and John until the

late 1900's. His youngest brother James (Jimmy) had gone job hunting

in the U.S.A. He finally settled in Detreit, Michigan and found a job

in the Ford plant. Bill joined him in Detroit but got a job with the

Chryslier Company. All went well until the "stock crash" of 1929. Thev

lost their jobs and had to return home., Bill rode the freight trains.

He just about starved as he had no money., Bill staved for a time with

his brother John M. on his farm near Orcadia, then meved inte Yorkton and

stayed with his sister, Peggy Thomas, He got a job in the Ford garage,

doing what he excelled in, repairing cars, He made his home in the Patrick

Block until the early forties, From here he moved to Helvington, which

became his permanent home, He died in September 1961 and is buried in

the Kelvington Cemetery. He never married.

Ida {Reid) Markham

IDA ESTELLA RENDALL was the yvoungest and last daughter of John F.
an<! Tda Reid. She was born November 28, 1899 in the old house. The kitchen
had nc floor, just the packed ground, She remembers when her father
hauled logs from the Jedburgh area to build the kitchen onto the new
house.

She attended both the Orkney School and Church, She remembers Rew,
and Mrs. Mahon coming to their home for dinner after the Sundav service
at Orkney. Her brother Jimmy and she would get the giggles during the
praver meeting in the parlor so they were quickly dispatched out of the
room. A severc scolding followed.

Peter Veregin was a good friend of John F.'s and Tda remembers the
choir Mr. Veregin brought to their home, They sang in harmeony for an
hour, after which they all were invited to dinner with the Reid family.

Tda recalls that grandmother Charlotte Reld used to spin the wool
from the fleece from their sheep. She knitted socks and mitts which were
exchanged for goods at the store. She also smoked a pipe. 8he alsc used
a cane and at times when Ida and Jimmy would be running by, she'd hook
their leg, causing them to trip and fall! Of course, they provoked poor
Granny .

Ida recalls verv happy times at home. Her parents were always loving
and nad time to play with their family. Even though her father was away
a lot due to all his involvement in different organizations, his family
came first. '

Tda remembers her father telling her how he made friends with Chief
Little Bones after the Cussed Creek incident, Chief Little Bones thought
her father a very honest and sincere man, He liked to visit and it seemed
it was always just about dinner time, This tall chief with his long braids
that touched the floor would come inte the kitchen sniffing, smelling
and smacking his lips, saying to Ida's mother, "Good - Good!"

In 1921 the crops were described as magnificient. Tom McKen with
his threshing machine and crew threshed the Reid crop. Wages for hired
men. during the harvest season were $4.00 per day or. $60.00 a month,

Ida remembers that her mother along with her sister Mamie, and a
hired girl had to provide meals for between 25 to 35 men. 1If it rained,
the crew staved and had to be fed, regardless,

There was no electricity, running water or refrigerator, Every-
thing had to be made from "scratch". Either her mother or Mamie would
bake ten to twelve loaves of bread at one baking, With the large crew
this meant they had to bake every second day, plus all the other baking
such as pies, scones, cakes and cookies. Then there was the main course!

Ida mentioned that the Reid women were fortunate as they never had
to do the heavy outside work like milking cows or feeding pigs.

The poultry business was usually the responsibility of the women and
children. The bronze turkeys were the common breed. Chickens
came in many colours and sizes. The usual method of incubation was the
cluckirg or broody hen. This was an old hen whose nesting instinct was
strong. Hens were exchanged among neighbours. You brought it home in
a gunny sack, stuck it under a box or tub, and hoped it would sit.
Sometimes the hen broke the eggs. The clucker defended her nest or young
fiercely. She would attack an intruder by pecking or junmping up and
digging her spurs (back toe) into the unfortunate person., Many a child
came back crying when attacked while collecting eggs or feeding the hens.

It was a great day when the eggs hatched. The hen looked after the
young. Sometimes a confused hen realized that her "chieks" shouldn't
be swimming in the pond.

Lda took a business course in Winnipeg, 1In 1917 she accepted a
position with the Massey Harris Co., in Yorkton. Several years later she
accepted a better position, as Court Stenographer for the law firm of
Stewart, Edgar and Brown.

Ida married WALTER (Wally) MARKHAM, son of Joe Markham. They made
Yorkton their home. Wally was very sports minded, He loved hockey,
hunting and baseball. Wally owned Wally's Service Station. He passed
away after a heart attack in 1950,




Ida is a guest of the Yorkton and District XNursing Home. She is
the last of the children of John Flaws Reid, Orkney's first setoler and
Ida Istella Rae Rendall.

JAMES (Jinmy) FERGUS STEVENSON was the voungest son and last child
of John F, and Ida Reid. He was born on December 29, 1900 in the new
Reid house, Me wasg delivered by Granny Tergus,

After his primary education at Orknev, he took further education at
Winnipeg, Man. He later enrolled in the School of Medicine at the University
of Manitoha, He never finished this course,

{fe married MAUD (MARJORTE) LETTITIA COCKAYNE of Winnipog, A daughter
BARBARA (JUNE) was born the following vear, June 10, 1927,

The couple with friends Mr. & Mrs, Fred Neibrandt, moved to Detroit,
Michigan, where the men got jobs at the Ford factorv, However when the
Stock Crash of 1929 came about, jobs were lost and the Reid's returned
home teo Orcadia.

On June 3, 1930, a son, JAMES EDGAR (EDDIE} was born in Yorkton.

He Jater attended Orkney Scheol while June attended the Yorkton Collegiate.
! The family moved to Calgary. Jimmy joined the Canadian Army.

June married AL DUCE of Calgary. A daughter BONXIE LYKNN was born
on December 8, 1948. June died in July 1960.

Eddie married MARGARET ELAINE BALES of Carstairs, Alta. on June 11,
1951. Thev have a familv of five,

SUSAXN ELATNE, DONALD EDWARD, ROBERT JOIN, DOUGLAS GORDON and RENKETH
MICHAEL.

Eddie anc Margaret live on a farm on the outskirts oif St. Paul, Alta.
Their familv all bave homes or business ventures in or around St. Paul.

ROBERT LOUTITT REID

r

Jimmy Relid passed away in Calgary in December 1969 and Marijorie in
1976 in Winnipeg.

Wedding of Sarah {Masonchuk} & Robert Reid

Attendants were Mary Alice and Robert Reid.

The shlet, the Northwest [lomesteads and how they are built up
was put ltogether by the Presbyvterian missiconary for the Yorkton area,
Hugh Hamilton in 1893. It's purpese was to induce settlement of the
Northwest Territories by the testimonials of about nine settlers in
York Colony, Assiniboia, N.W.T.

fxcerpis of Robert Reid's letter of January 1, 1895 are as follows.

"Wo left Windywall, FEdav, Orkney, Scotland on Mav 10, 1383, to set
sall on the Hestorian Tor Point Tevi, Quebec, Canada, arriving there on
May 1§,

We travelled by train to Winnipeg, Manitoba where we remained for
three dayvs.  ¥rom here we tyavelled by C.PLR. ta Whitewood, a digtancc
of 250 miles west. From Whitewood it took us 10 davs to travel the
80 miles te Yorkton (York Colony) .

L took up a homestead on June 14, paving ten dollars entrance money
and on the 15t
my bhrothers J

b took possession of my homestead. The Fergus brothers aond
ames and William and T began to cut logs. In two weeks Ulime

James Fergus Stevenson Reid Ve wore ; oo 1 b owas comiortabl
and wife Marjorie (Cochayne) Reid ‘¢ were under our own toof. Tt wasn't a palace but it was comtortable.
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We had purchased a team of oxen at Brandon that cost $190.00 and the
harness was $14.00. We also bought a cow at the same time, she cost us
$95.00.

Immediately after our house was bullt we began to break the land
and had ten acres ready for back setting for next vear's crep. We had no
income and it would be twelve months before our first crop could be taken
off, so my two brothers had to go and find work.

They went to Winnipeg where John worked as a carpenter earning $2.50
a dav and James driving a van was paid $42.00 a month. They came home
in the spring of 1884 and their earnings kept us golng until we had income
from our homesteads.

We built a log stable for our few cattle, oxen, cow and a few poultrv.

The crop of 1884 was by no means our best as the new land was rough.
The grain crop was poor but our garden was really good. We had a good
crop of potateoes, pumpkins and all the other types of vegetables that
we tried. At the fall fair (1884) we took four first prizes for some of
our vegetables.

In the fall of 1887 T went away to work and not returning until the
spring of 1889. By now we had ten stock.

My mother had also taken a homestead and after getting a house and
gtable built on it, we've made it our headquarters.

By trading we got into horses with the result that today we own
eight head. From 1889 our stock has increased rapidly. This is partly
through purchase as I have earned wages for three winters, averaging
$26.00 a month and upwards and partly by natural increase.

By the summer of 1894 we owned 46 head of cattle, 11 sheep, 6 pigs
60 chickens and 640 acres of land. This year we cropped 40 acres and had
347 bushels of wheat, 223 bushels of oats and 50 bushels of potatces.

We have 100 acres fenced with wire and intend to put in 60 acres of crop
next vear.

If any of those who read my statement would 1like to take a chance
and try a foreign land, we would most certainly advise them to trv the
Northwest. GCo into mixed farming and invest in more cattle. The prices

for provisions and implements are greatly reduced. There is also good
advice from those who have experience in this new country."

ROBERT left his homestead at Orkney and moved to Fishing Lake where
he went into ranching and mixed farming.

He married SARAH MASONCHUK on December 23, 1903. They raised a family
of five.

CAROLINE FREDRICA

RUBINA AN

GEORGE STEVENSON

Twins TVAN JOHN
IVY MARY

!

August 16, 1904
July 23, 1907
September 22, 1903

- March 6, 1913

1

Sarah passed away June 1, 1927. Robert passced awav August 24, 1939.

George died during heart surgerv and Caroline after a lengthy cancer
illness.

Rubina and husband WALTER PETERSON, Ivan and his wife RUTH {(nec Brown)
and Ivy Ferguson make their home in Saskatoon,
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Rev. James G. Reid
and wife Mary Jeanette (Williams) Reid.

JAMES GARRIQOCH Reid, third son of Robert Reid and Charlotte Stevenson
was born at Windywall, Eday, on October 31, 18366. He received schocling
at Eday, being tutored while apprenticing. He was nine vears cid when his
father died suddenly.

In 1883, he accompanied his mother, Charlotte, and brothers, Robert
and teenager William to Canada and York Colonv. The trip from Whitewood
te York Colony was quite an experience, The stubborn oxen, the driving
of the wagons down the steep hills and inclines and the beg and mud was
a journey he never forgot. The mosquitos were also very bocthersome
pests that they just didn't know how to handle or protect themselves.

James took 2 homestead and pre-emption in June 1883, Wl1/2 of section
34, township 26, range 5, west of the 2nd meridian. That first winter
he went to Winnipeg and drove a van all winter getting $40.00 a month.

He had quite a time trying to prepare his homestead. The settlers were
given three yvears to prove up their homestead, meaning that a settler

had to erect buildings, break land and seed it and whatever other im-
provements to be dome in this time limit. In the spring of 1884 he started
to build his cabin, Absence had to be noted on the declaration form.

It shows where James had to go to Whitewood several times for seed, flour
and implements. This would take about 10 days either wayv. He had 10

acres broken and fenced and finally finished his 14x16 cabin, valued at
535.00,

During the Riel Rebellionm (1885) the Indians chased him off his
homestead, This prevented him from doing any more land breaking. Ue
spent some time in the grist mill at York Colony.

In the summer of 1886, a prairie fire destroved his cabin, stable
and part of his crop. Tn October he went to Portage la Praivie and
worked on the gravel tvain buillding the M&N Railwav.
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In 1887 he broke and seeded five more acres. He also helped with
the huilding of the first "log" Orknevy School #97, e was elected to
the School Board in 1890 and served for three vears. TIn 1893-94 he
helped build the Orkney Preshyterian Church and was on that first Church
Board aleong with his brother John F.

James finally gave up his homestead and went to Winnipeg, with his
brother William S., where they eunrolled at the Manitoba Universitv. In
1900 they both graduated with a Bachelor of Arts Degree in Theologv. He

returned to Scotland, to Edinburgh to study and obtain his M.A. in Theology.

While there James found out that the Reid's were really the proscribed
clan of the Robertsons, who fought so stoutly for Prince Charles Stuart,
the "Young Pretender” in 1745-46. James also figured that the Stevensons,
his grandmother's clan, were aiso refugees from the terrible defeat =at
Culloden.

Rev. James Reid, a Presbhyterian minister, returned to Canada and
served several charges in Saskatchewan before moving to British Columbia.
Here he met and married MARY JEANETTE WILLIAMS, whose home was Ottawa,
Canada.

They had a family of five:

MARJORIE STEVENSON ~ married John E, Henderson
KATHERINE BARBARA - married Nelson €, Moore
JAMES "LOUIS" - married Sheila J, Wolfe
DOUGLAS ROBERT - married Dorocthy B, Morrow
MARY ISOBEL - married Frederich J, Holland

James last pastorate was Gibsons, B.G, He passed awav in 1940 and
his wife Mary in 1960. Both are buried at Yew Westminster, B.C. Surviving
are James "Louis' and Marv Isobel (Meribelle) and numercus grandchildren.

REVERAND WILLIAM STEVENSON REID, S.T.D., D.D.

br. Reid was born June 21, 1871 at Eday, Orknev, Scotland of High-
land parents, Robert Reid and Charlotte Stevenson,

In his earliest years he was tutored by Rev, John Paul Tulloch of
Marischal College, Aberdeen University. This fine scholar gave Dr. Reid
a passion for learning and music, which never left him.

In 1883, his widowed mother and her threc sons, Robert, James and
twelve year old William came to Canada, first to Brandon and Whitewood
and then by ox-drawn wagons to York Colony,

Scarcely had they settled when the Riel Rebellion broke cut in 1885.
Dr. Reid joined the Homeguard being the voungest voluntecr., He served as
scout and bugler and was also given a swmall musket. When the Rebellion
ended, he was given a medal as were all the volunteers. His daughter,
Mrs. Charlotte Hess is the proud possessor of this medal.

Dr. Reid matriculated from Regina High Scheool when Regina had a
population of less than five thousand. WUe graduated with a B.A. from
the University of Manitoba, Winnipeg and B.D. from %Wesley College. He
took first class honours in winning beoth degrees, In 1925, hLe rraduated
from the University of Chicago, U.S5.A., winning onc of the most difficulr
of degrees, Doctor of Sacred Theology, with highest honours. Tn 1930
his great ministry as pastor, preacher and church administrator was re-
cognized by United College, Winnipeg, when the degree of Doctor of Di-
vinity (Honoris Causa) was conferred on him.
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W. 5. Reid and Alice (Rendall) Reid

In 1901 Lo married ALTCE MARGARET TRAILL REKDALL in St. Andrew's
Cinzrch, Winnirap, Manitoba. Alice, brother William and father William
kendall had emigrated from Kirkwall, Orknev to Canada in 1886. Her mother

284, Another brother David had emigrated to Marvborough,
Duesnsgland, ralia.

In 1905, th brother John F. theyv travelled to Portland, QOregon to
visit the Clarkz and Lewis Exposition.

At thircy-nine yvears of age he was e¢lected President of the Sask-
atehewan Conterences, possiblvy the voungest president ever elected at the
time dn Canada. lle was delegate to the General Conference of the Methodist
Church and Gereral Council of the United Church., He was also a member of
the Book Room Committec and Examining Board of Weslev College, Winnipeg,
as well as Chapnlain of the Kiwanils Clubs at Port Arthur, Saskatoon and
New Westminster., He was an ardent Mason in King David Ledge, West Van-
cavver, B,C.

Dr. Reid Lhield pastorates at Lumsden, Prince Albert, Weyburn and
Yorkton, Saskatchewan; Souris, Manitoba; Trinity Church, Pert Arthur,
Ontario; Third Avenue Church, Saskatoon, Sask.: Queen's Avenue, New
Westminster, “ibson's Landing and Port Haney, B.C,

While in Yorkton at the Methodist Church, he was also pastor of
the Yorkton Curling Club and curled. He held services at the Orkney
Prisbyterian Church, where he first attended as a voung man and had
helpned to ercet.  There still are people who were either married or
baptized by Dr. Reid.

Dr. Reid died January 21, 1947 and is buried in Capiland View
Cerctery, west Vancouver, B.C.

He is survived by two daughters, MRS, JOHK {(CHARLOTTE) HESS and
MRY. ELOTN CUMMINGS., A son WILLIAM STEVENSON JR, predeceascd
e, Alice in 1971.

had¢ died in
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WILLIAM RENDALL

submitted by: Mrs. Alvin Rendall Norman

WILLLAM Rendall, the fifth son and Tast child of William Rendail
and Ann Munro was born on Papa Westray, September 1, 1833. 0n Junc 4,
1861, he married a Kirkwall lass, MARGARET S, FOUBLSTER, daughter of
Robert ¥eoubister and Betsy Dick. They lived in Kirzwall, Orkneyv, where
Willdiam, a cabinet maker had his own business.

Their two storey, six room house was on the Ayre, and adjacent to
the Perrie Sea. English coal was used in the big kitchen stove and all

the fireplaces in the different rooms. There was also hot and cold water

and a toilet in this house.

William Rendall home in Kirkwall, Orkney.
William and Margaret had a family of four.

TDA LSTELLA RAE RENDALL
WILLIAM RENDALL

DAVID MUNRO RENDALL

ALICE MARGARET TRAILL RENDALL

In 1883, David Rendall immigrated to Maryborough, Queensland,
Australia. In 1906, he married JANE ANN MUNRO of Créssiecrown, Kirkwall.
She had immigrated to Maryborough in 1895. David passed away in June
1950 and Jane Ann in Auvgust 1953. They are survived by their only son,
WILLIAM GEORGE Rendall and grandchildren, Pavid William Munro and Ruth
Margaret,

DAVID, a teacher, is married to ROBIN JOYCE PETRIE. They have two
daughters, Lynda Susan and Clare Helen,

RUTH has her medical degree, a Bachelor of Medicine and Surgerv and

in Anaesthetics. She is married to JOHN AASKOV and they have three children,

Yesten David, Freya Fmily and Kirsten Isobel.

On September 25, 1884 Ida Rendall set sail on the 5.5. Polynesian,
destination Whitewood N.W.T., to marry a cousin, WILLIAM SEATTER FERGUS.
She arrived on Gctober 5 and married Willism on October 8th at Broadview,
N.W.T.

In August, 1885, while they were in Whitewood, N.W,T. during the
Riel Rebellion, William died of consumption., He is buried there. Thev
had no children.
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William Rendall Family
fL o Ri: David Munrc, William, Margaret Traill Foubister, Alice Margerette, Ida Fstella Rae
Standing. William Rendall.

In 1886, Ida Fergus married JOHN FLAWS REID at York Colony. The
marriage was performed by a Church of England minister, the Rev. Mr.
Coocper. Thev made their home on John's original homestead in the Orknev
community. See Reid history.

William Rendall, sen William and daughter Alice immigrated to Canada
and to York Colony after the death of wife and mother, Margaret Foubister
Rendall at Kirkwall, Orkney.

Alice married a brother of John F.'s, WILLIAM STEVENSON REID, See
William Reid history.

William Rendall was one of the two people hired to work on the new
Orkney Presbyterian Church. Te did all the inside woodwork and built
the fine pulpit that is still in use today in the now Orknev United Church.
His son William was his assistant, . o

Father William passed away April 5, 1896 and is buried in the Orknev
Cemctery. .

William Rendall, the son, married MARY ELIZABETH ELLIOT, formerly of

Mitchell, Ontaric, on December 12, 1900, William had a business in Winnipeg

and here thev made their home. Mary(Minnie) was invelved with church
work. They had two children, MARGARET and WILLTAM.

Marga}et married Andrew [illie. They had a son, Andrew.

William married Helen Sigerston. They had two children, William and
Carol.

Both Andrew and Margaret have passed on and are buried in a Winnipeg
Cemet@.ry .
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